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The Canton Theological School 


The Canton Theological School of St. 
Lawrence University, on opening day, 
Sept. 21, had thirty students registered. 
Of these twenty are Universalists, and the 
remainder belong to the Methodist, 
Episcopal, Congregational, Presbyterian, 
and other denominations. Four of the 
group are young women enrolled as stu- 
dents of religious education. One is the 
resident Baptist minister, Wendell Stan- 
ford, who is enrolled as a graduate stu- 
dent. 

There are ten accessions this fall. 
The new undergraduate registrants in- 
clude John MacPhee of Boston, Mass.; 
John Kuns, Doylestown, Pa.; Leslie Shaw, 
Salem, N. Y.; Ralph Baker, Sanborne, 
N. Y.; Ronald Owens, Syracuse, N. Y.; 
Margaret Slater, Flushing, N. Y.; Isabelle 
Paine, Springfield, Mass.; and John 
Aignew, Plattsburg, N. Y. New graduate 
registrants are Wendell Stanford, Canton, 
N. Y.; Raymond Taylor, Lancaster, Pa.; 
and Anders 8S. Lunde, who has returned 
after a year of absence. 

It might be said that the school has, this 
year, a sphere of direct influence ex- 
tending across northern New York be- 
cause, of the students registered, Albert 
C. Niles has charge of the Universalist 
church in Henderson, Paul Felt has that of 
Edwards, and Anders S. Lunde that of 
Winthrop. 

In referring to the student body of this 
year, Dean John M. Atwood said: ‘‘We 
have among our student body, not only 
a fine spirit prevailing, but we have young 
men who, in my judgment, in spirit and in 
character would be outstanding in any 
school of whatever size. We are anticipat- 
ing with them an exceptionally delightful 
VOAMs dene 

In the place left vacant by the late 
Prof. H.’Philbrook Morrell, the board of 
trustees has secured Dr. E. Parl Welch, 
formerly professor of the philosophy of 
religion at Occidental College, Los An- 
geles. Already he and his wife are well 
established in Canton and are making a 
place for themselves in the life of the 
school and community. 

The Theological School has been very 
fortunate in receiving gifts which help it 
to carry on its work. Mrs. Louise Turner, 
through her minister, recently has given 
$5,000, of which $1,000 is for the purpose 
of starting the H. Philbrook Morrell Stu- 
dent Loan Fund. The remaining $4,000 
is in the form of annuities. Prior to this 
Mrs. Turner, and her sister, Mrs. Brown, 
each gave $1,000 to the school in the form 
of annuities. Mrs. Theodore Fischer has 
recently given $500 for the Book Fund. 
The school also has had notice of a be- 
quest of $10,000 by the will of Mrs. BE. R. 
Ball of Malden, Mass. This has come in- 
directly through former President Sykes 
of St. Lawrence University, who brought 
Mrs. Ball into the membership of the Mal- 


den Universalist church. Mrs. Louise 
Patterson, formerly of Clarendon, N. Y., 
is giving $3,000. Commendable also, is 
the work done by Charles Wyman of 
Oneonta, who, thus far, has gathered over 
$600 for the Student Loan Fund. These 
generous gifts mean much to the life of 
the school and they are appreciated, not 
only by the board of trustees, but by the 
teaching staff, and especially by the 
students, who reap the benefits of the 
added facilities the gifts offer, and who 
are helped, in time of need, by the loan 
funds. 

Plans are under way for groups of grad- 
uate students to make visits to churches of 
the New York Convention for the purpose 
of broadening their understanding of the 
ministry and presenting appeals for stu- 
dent aid. Several churches have already 
signified that they would like to have such 
a delegation visit them, and although it is 
difficult to take students away from their 
classes for any length of time, if it can be 
done, these visitations should result in 
meetings of profit both to the churches and 
to the school. 

Concerning future plans, there is to be 
a Rural Church Conference at the Theo- 
logical School during the afternoon and 
evening of Nov. 16. Ralph Williamson 
of Ithaca will be in charge, and the program 
of talks and discussions will center on the 
importance of the rural church and its par- 
ticular problems. 

Among the special lecturers at the 
school will be Rev. S. E. Gerard Priestley 
of the Church of the Divine Paternity, who 
also will address the general student body 
of the university on the war situation in 
Europe. 

Mention must be made of the generous 
work of Dr. Stuart Winning, the Baptist 
member of the board of trustees, who is a 
genuine Universalist in spirit and faith. 
He is continuing his policy of carefully 
examining the students twice each year, 
this invaluable service being rendered 
without cost to the school. 

In order to make for more united action 
in matters of interest and importance, and 
in order to facilitate such action, the stu- 
dents of the school last year formed an 
association, with officers and committees. 
On Oct. 12, this group elected the follow- 
ing officers: President, Anders S. Lunde; 
vice-president, Albert C. Niles; secretary, 
Mrs. Anders S. Lunde; treasurer, Isabelle 
Paine. It was decided that the representa- 
tive to the Washington Convention, Al- 
bert C. Niles, should carry with him the 
general attitude of the group in regard to 
the war question. By a large majority the 
student body went on record as supporting 
the Oxford pledge, namely, that the 
Canton Theological School will not sup- 
port any war engaged in by the United 
States. a 

Anders S. Lunde. 
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WAITING FOR US 


O text seems as appropriate for All Souls Sun- 
day,” said one of our prominent ministers re- 
cently, “‘as this: ‘That they without us should 

not be made perfect.’ ”’ 

Before these great words in Hebrews 11 : 40 are 
the words: ‘‘And these all, having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the promise: God 
having provided some better thing for us, that they 
without us should not be made perfect.” 

The better thing that the Good God has given us 
is the knowledge that all the generations of the past 
depend upon us and wait for us to finish their work. 

All Souls Sunday has at its heart a thought as 
majestic, as awe-inspiring, as quickening, as any day 
in the church year. 

It emphasizes the Universalist conviction that 
all souls, living and dead, are bound together by an in- 
dissoluble tie, and bound to God. 

Nothing in life or in death can separate us from 
the love of God, revealed to mankind clearly in Jesus 
Christ. That thought steadies us, fills us with calm 
courage, enables us to stand up under heavy burdens. 

The other thought, its corollary, stirs us with the 
sense of a mighty responsibility entrusted to us. That 
indissoluble tie reaches not only into the future and 
binds us to the generations to come, and up to God 
and makes us confident as to the outcome, but into 
all generations of the past. Here are the old Hebrew 
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, with their vir- 
tues and their faults. They were the pioneers of 
their day. They builded as they were able. They 
lived their lives and passed on. No tombs are more 
moving than the traditional tombs where their bones 
rest. And yet they are waiting still for us. Paul, 
Peter, the living John, and all the rest of the early dis- 
ciples and apostles, are waiting for us. Jesus himself 
is waiting. Their work is unfinished. God has so 
ordained things that they without us can not be per- 
fected. They can not see of the travail of their souls 
and be satisfied until by our skill, energy, nobility and 
sacrifice we bring their work to fruition. 

This great thought not only makes All Souls Day 
significant, it makes our little lives significant. They 
may be making a contribution to a work at which there 
have toiled some of the noblest figures of the human 


All Souls Day is then not only a day of tender and 
heroic memory and a day where the quickened imag- 
ination looks down the long vistas of time to come, but 
it is a day that bids us hold fast in the present and 
make our contribution, ‘‘or small or great,’”’ to the 


ideal and perfect society slowly taking form from the 
toil of the centuries. 
* cS 
UNDERSTANDING ONE ANOTHER ABOUT 
WAR 
HEN the Rev. Griswold Williams asked Prof. 
Harry Ward in Washington to reconcile the 
two points of view concerning war held by 
ministers Professor Ward replied, “I would if I could, 
but I can’t.’’ Probably to reconcile them is impossible. 
One says, “War is sin under any and all circum- 
stances.” The other says, “Bad as it is, there may be 
situations where war is forced upon one and so be- 
comes righteous.’ Even if reconciliation of the two 
points of view is not possible, understanding ‘is al- 
ways possible, and toward understanding we submit 
these words. 

There are two main ways of characterizing each 
point of view, intelligent and unintelligent, fair and 
unfair. 

Generally people speak of extreme pacifists with 
contempt. They are “cranks,” “fanatics,” “‘ex- 
tremists,” “cowards,” “unpatriotic,” and a lot of 
other things. It is fair to say that there are cranks, 
fanatics, extremists, cowards, etc., among pacifists, 
but it is fair also to say that there are all of these types 
among non-pacifists. Some of the opprobrious names 
applied to representatives of the other group cannot 
be applied so easily to pacifists. A favorite name for 
non-pacifists is “‘war-monger,” and pacifists are not 
that. 

A favorite device in acrimonious debate is to 
insist that one’s opponent holds views that he re- 
pudiates. “I don’t believe in war,” the non-pacifist 
may say. ‘Yes you do, too,” says his critic. “Every- 
thing you say is in favor of war.” 

Fair play is the first step toward understanding. 
It is not fair to exaggerate the other man’s position 
or to distort it, or do anything but to state it with all 
the lights and shadows, and all the emphases that the 
man himself would use. And if he has not made him- 
self clear his fair-minded opponent will help him make 
the thing clear. 

The fair-minded, intelligent anti-pacifist real- 
izes that the pacifist position is much more than a 
negative one. It rests on the Christian conviction 
that non-resistance in the presence of evil has about it 
a disarming influence, that hate often disappears in 
the presence of love, that evil can be overcome with 
good. - 

And the contention of the pacifist that war 
breeds hatred, that it robs us of the flower of the 
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youth of the land, that it destroys democratic insti- 
tutions, cripples benevolence and social service, and 
robs education, is a sound contention. The fair non- 
pacifist will state these things as strongly as they can 
be stated. He knows that they are true. 

Then why is it not also a contribution to under- 
standing for the pacifist to try to see clearly and to 
state fairly the position of his fellow Christian who 
will not sign a pledge never to take part in war or say 
that war is always unjustified? Why should he not try 
to see the mental and moral state of a man who says 
that when a bully attacks a weaker brother it is our 
duty to arrest the bully, and that when a nation runs 
amuck and tries by force to remake the map of the 
world, it is our duty to get together and curb that 
nation. 

It may possibly be better to let a man like Hitler 
have his own way, take what territory he demands, and 
persecute what races he hates, but we do not believe it 
to be better. Then are we to act upon the judgment 
of the man who thinks that it is better to let Hitler 
alone, or to act upon the basis of our own judgment? 

Universalists as a rule have but one answer. 
Conscience must be supreme for all of us, but the duty 
rests upon us to find all the light that we can to be a 
guide to conscience. 

* * 


A CHANGE FOR THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


OR 119 years The Christian Register has been the 
free, untrammeled journal of opinion for the 
Unitarian fellowship of churches. It is one of 

the oldest of religious weeklies, if not the oldest, 
especially when we reckon with the matter of using 
the same name. The Christian Leader is two years 
older, but has changed its name as it has absorbed 
other denominational publications. No journal in 
the United States has had as distinguished a list of 
contributors as has the Register, for no fellowship of 
churches has had more famous literary figures in its 
membership. The roll of its editors also is famous, 
many great men of the denomination having served 
the paper. 

The Christian Leader is in a strategic position to 
understand the ideals, the spirit, the problems, of the 
Register, for we have used a common composing room 
for some years and have had therefore close relations 
with the editorial staff. 

It, therefore, is with especial interest and sym- 
pathy that we read the editorial of Dr. Frederick M. 
Eliot, president of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation, in the Register for November 2, announcing 
that the Board of Trustees of The Christian Register 
has turned the paper over to the directors of the 
A. U.A., and that publication henceforth is to be under 
the direction of the A. U. A. with the help of an ad- 
visory committee representing all of the subsidiary 
organizations and departments. Llewellyn Jones, edi- 
tor, and Miss Christina Philip, managing editor, are 
to stay on at least until the next meeting of the board 
of the Association January 10. 

It is the conviction of Doctor Eliot, as expressed 
in his editorial, that the Unitarian denomination will 
not support a journal of opinion, and that the future 
of the Register should be that of a news sheet in which 


thereTwould also be opportunity for the expression 
of all shades of denominational thought. We ourselves 
have seen for some time that news ought to occupy 
more space in our church papers. We even gave up 
our entire issue October 28 to news. We did it be- 
cause we had the news. We are willing to do it every 
time that we have the news or can get it. That in- 
stinct for news on the part of the leader of the Uni- 
tarians is sound. 

But the-practical difficulty of covering a country 
as large as ours with news reporters is a serious one. 
Not everybody knows news. Not many can write it. 
We believe that as the new Register goes on it may 
find that a balance between news and high-grade 
articles will prove to be more feasible to produce in 
that fellowship of literary distinction, and more satis- 
factory to the majority. 

But in whatever form the Register comes out and 
whoever edits it or controls it, we shall follow its for- 
tunes with interest and sympathy. Its problems are 
our problems. Its objectives are our objectives. Its 
success or failure is a matter of moment to us. 

* * 


DOCTOR CUMMINS’ ADDRESS 


E publish in this issue the text of the address 
made by Doctor Cummins at the United 
Convention in Washington. We cannot put 

into it the smile, the good humor, the friendliness, 
with which it was irradiated when he delivered it. 
We ought not to subtract from it in the slightest the 
forthright earnestness and deep conviction that un- 
derlay it. He did not take time to say everything, 
but what he said was clear and to the point. It gave 
us a chart to steer by. 

We must now put power into the machinery, and 
the only power that is worth a fig is the power of deep 
religious conviction. It is the work of the world that 
is calling us. It is setting men free from sin and from 
bigotry. It is making men co-operative and brotherly. 
It is replacing skepticism and doubt with religious 
conviction. 

Our work is religious work. Our concern with 
plans and machinery is concern for means to an end. 
Our General Superintendent realizes this better than 


most of us. Our victories must be in the realm of the 
spirit. 
* * 
THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THE 
ARRANGEMENTS 


ACK of every program is a program committee, 
and program committees are of many kinds. 
We had the best kind for the Washington 
Convention, both at Boston and in Washington. 
The chairman of the General Convention Committee 
on program was Dr. W. Wallace Rose, of Lynn. 
In a recent letter from him we find concern over the 
fact that members of his committee who have done 
hard, intelligent work should not be recognized at 
their true value. He says: “Their co-operative spirit 
and hard work made the Washington program a 
success.” At least we can give their names. 
Chairman, William Wallace Rose of Massa- 
chusetts; Wallace Grant Fiske of Massachusetts, Mrs. 
Irving L. Walker of New York, Frank W. Ballou of the 
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District of Columbia, Stanley Manning of Connecti- 
cut, John M. Ratcliff of Massachusetts, and member 
ex-officio, Robert Cummins of Massachusetts. ' 

Associated representatives of affiliated groups: 
Mrs. Harry Treat and Mrs. James Henderson for the 
W.N. M.A.; Mrs. Tracy M. Pullman and Miss Susan 
M. Andrews of the G. S. S. A.; Lyman I. Achenbach 
for the Ministers’ Association; John van Schaick, Jr., 
and Emerson H. Lalone for the Publishing House; 
William E. Gardner for the Y. P. C. U. 

Doctor Rose spoke with special gratitude of the 
work of Mrs. Irving L. Walker of Rochester, N. Y., 
in all arrangements for the banquet—seating the 
people, arranging decorations, meeting speakers and 
filling in every gap. It is not such able management, 
but the lack of it, that gets the attention of people. 

There was a local committee working closely 
in Washington with the General Convention officials, 
At the head of it was Mrs. Wm. H. McGlauflin, former 
editor of the Art Annual and well known as the wife of 
the second General Superintendent of the Church. 
With her were Dr. Seth R. Brooks, secretary of the 
local committee, Asa M. McCain, Elwood J. Way, and 
Mrs. Frank W. Ballou. Under this general committee, 
subcommittees were organized for registration, hos- 
pitality, information, reservations and other things. 
It was a well-organized, well-run convention, and as 
always in such situations we are indebted to people 
whom we may never know and for services of which 
we are only partly conscious. 


* * 


WHEN THE TEXT MAKES FOLKS SMILE 


OME funny things happen with texts. The other 
night at an installation the preacher gave out 
this text: “Art thou he that should come or 

look we for another?” 

A venerable father in Israel with just one or two 

hairs left on his head, sticking straight up, gave out 
the text: ““The hairs of your heads are numbered.” 


* * 


MAUD 


N a fascinating new volume* called ‘““Maud” we 
have the heart of the Journals of Maud Ritten- 
house. From six uniform little volumes bound 

in leather, each containing 100,000 words, Mr. Strout 
has taken some two hundred and twenty thousand 
words, all of which are full of life. 

Maud lived in Cairo, Ill., where the Ohio meets 
the Mississippi. She wrote in the eighties and early 
nineties, beginning when she was twelve and treating 
her journal as if it were a dear friend to whom she 
could tell pretty much everything. She was brilliant, 
conscientious and most attractive to men. 

Without trying to do it, she has given us a memo- 
rable picture of life in a little mid-west city of that 
period, showed us the forces in home, school, work, 
friends, which develop character, illustrated con- 
cretely the mixed motives which drive us, created 
some glowing autobiography which seems to be ab- 
solutely honest, and made possible something entirely 


*Maud. Edited by Richard Lee Strout. The Macmillan 


Company: New York. Price $3.50. 
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new in the way of a book for an age of many kinds of 
books. One volume of these journals, covering the 
years from twelve to sixteen, was burned, but what is 


left is priceless. 


Teachers, preachers, sociologists, historians, writ- 
ers of many kinds, will want to read this book, and we 
feel justified in saying that if a sense of duty makes 
them take it up, they will lay it down only when they 
have read it all, and they will have had one of the best 
book times of their learned lives. 

* # 


IN A NUTSHELL 


Clergymen of Chicago, Catholic, Jewish, Protes- 
tant, after a six-weeks investigation, found the strike 
of the Chicago Newspaper Guild against the Chicago 
Herald-American, owned by William Randolph Hearst, 
fully justified. Gangsters have slugged strikers, 
wrecked their cars and thrown their sound truck into 
the Chicago River. 


The Council Against Intolerance in America, 
Lincoln Building, New York City, headed by William 
Allen White, George Gordon Battle and W. Warren 
Barbour, has issued “An American Answer to In- 
tolerance”’ for free distribution in schools, and beauti- 
ful seals called “Tolerance and Equality.” 


The Montclair (N. J.) Library has issued invi- 
tations for the opening exhibition of books bought 
with the Stella Marek Cushing Memorial Fund, to 
be held on Sunday afternoon, November 5, at the 
Bellevue Avenue Branch Library. For once the 
beautiful memorial fits the beautiful life. 


Fred Atkins Moore, now at 105 East 22d Street, 
New York City, has issued a stirring appeal in behalf 
of the Church Committee for China Relief which says 
“a single dollar will save a life for a month,” and that 
“the bowl of rice parties’ in American churches have 
saved hundreds. 


The Arlington Street Church, Boston, is inviting 
“the fellowship of churches, neighbors, friends and 
well wishers”’ to help celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of the ordination of the Rev. Samuel A. Eliot, D. D., 
on Sunday, November 12, at eleven a. m. and eight 
p. m. 


“Now we have this interesting situation as a result 
of the British Turkish treaty,” said Russell Hill in 
guarded phrases from Berlin. “England is the friend 
of Turkey, Turkey is the friend of Russia, Russia is 
the friend of Germany, one big happy family.” 

Many interesting bits escaped us in Washington. 
One was the solos in Siamese and in Chinese rendered 
at the Tufts-St. Lawrence reunion by our versatile 
General Superintendent. 


The oldest minister in point of service at the 
Washington Convention was the Rev. O. G. Cole- 
grove, now of Stockton, IIl., who was ordained fifty- 
four years ago. 
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A United Church 


Address at the Convention in Washington 


Robert Cummins 


OURTEEN months ago I was asked to assume 
the awesome responsibility of trying to point the 
way for Universalists. A task so large in its 

dimensions, so difficult of execution, and undertaken 
in a time of frustration, economic depression and a 
world at war, is indeed:awesome. To take upon himself 
such.an, obligation, in. such days, a man _ has either 
allowed his sense of self-importance to get all out of 
kilter, or he is conscious of a great debt and—still 
struggling with the mystery of why he should have 
been chosen at all—he resolves to do his best. Suffice 
it to say that throughout these fourteen months it has 
been my fervent prayer that God’s hand might rest 
upon mine. 

Opportunity to see the Church as a whole comes 
to no one so completely as it comes to the one who 
holds this office. It is an experience I have longed to 
share, for the revelation it affords of our potential re- 
sources—both material and spiritual—would, I am 
sure, thrill you as it has thrilled me. 

There are many things I should like to say to you 
now which will have to go unsaid except for their ap- 
pearance in my formal report: the summary of my 
travels, my treatment at your hands, the gratitude 
which is in my heart, my disappointment over not 
finding that much touted monster, the ‘‘Boston 
Gang,” certain of the problems which have been 
solved and others which have not. The time allotted 
me is generous by comparison, but even so I shall 
have to make haste, and cut important corners. 
Please try, during this hour, to read between my words 
and then avail yourself of a copy of the report at the 
close of the session. 

A few simple policies have gradually taken form 
and from the beginning these have served as guides. 
A Church steeped in tradition and crippled by a crush- 
ing sense of defeatism must have instilled within its 
people a renewed consciousness of worth, dignity, con- 
fidence. To build an esprit de corps has been our chief 
concern. If it were in my power to do so I would here 
and now declare an embargo on the practice of ‘‘crape- 
hanging.” And at the same time I would impress our 
people with the truth that, no matter how much credit 
may be due their forebears, there is absolutely no 
credit due this generation because of what this gen- 
eration’s forebears may have been or done. 

The first plank in our platform has been, there- 
fore, to start where we are with what we have. The 
second goal has been a better trained ministry, grow- 
ing in fellowship and morale, meriting recognition and 
reward on the basis of its record as churchmen. The 
third has been an intelligent people, knowing why they 
are what they are, and sufficiently in earnest to be 
doing something sacrificial about it; a people who will 
come on up into the front line and be Universalist 
out loud; a people distinctive in that they are dis- 
tinctively rich in the things of the Spirit. And fourth— 
more effective churches and more effective churches; 
churches no longer contentedly resting on their oars 


merely because of what happens inside their four walls 
between eleven and twelve on Sunday mornings, but 
churches approaching a full-time schedule such as 
will reach out into the lives of people who must live on 
such varying levels; churches that, by their neat and 
attractive interiors and exteriors, are the pride of 
their communities and more deserving of being re- 
ferred to as “temples erected to the glory of God;” 
churches identified as Universalist churches, and not 
as something altogether nondescript. These are the 
goals toward which we have tried to direct ourselves. 
The response has been most heartening. I am con- 
vinced that we have a real constituency who may, out 
of a sense of loyalty, attend services, but who are 
too busy with things worth-while to be sucked in on 
bean suppers and fourth-rate speakers. 

At its meetings in Boston on September 12, 13 
and 14, the Board of Trustees of the General Conven- 
tion, viewing the record of the Church during past 
decades, faced two alternatives: (1) retrenchment, or 
(2) expansion. It was a simple instance of “‘take your 
choice’’—either reduce budgets and programs to a 
minimum (that is, abandon the Leader, cut out appro- 
priations to the G. 8. S. A., the Y. P. C. U., Missions, 
State Conventions, local churches; go on paying the 
General Superintendent and Secretary, allow them to 
sit in their swivel chairs and carry on as best they can 
with income from endowments, and continue to drift 
for just so long as the boat will remain afloat); or, 
institute immediately a dynamic, aggressive, forward 
movement. The Trustees determined, so far as they 
were concerned, to take the latter of these two courses. 
They said that if “black-out’’ is to be the order for 
the years just ahead, the people of this Connention will 
have to assume the responsibility for issuing it. The 
plan which I shall present to you in outline has been 
born out of long hours of travail—the child of many 
minds and hearts. It goes to you only after having 
been painstakingly presented to all ranking officers 
and almost all the trustees of all our organizations. It 
goes to you with the unanimous endorsement of the 
General Convention Board. I assure you it points in 
no direction unfamiliar to any well-informed Univer- 
salist. Dr. Hall was once prone to teach his young 
theologues in this fashion: ‘‘When you paint,” said 
he, ‘use a large brush.’’ Heeding his admonition, 
then, here it is. In it there are four objectives, the 
first of which calls for 


I. The Setting Up of Surveys 

Upon coming into administrative responsibility I 
was struck most forcibly with the apparent shrinkage 
during recent decades of our total constituency and 
in the number of our churches. 

In 1910, for example, there were forty-three 
State Conventions; today there are twenty-four. 
Over against the 39,827 families we now have, there 
were 52,272 in 1910. We had 819 churches in 1910; 
today we have 544. The money received for promo- 
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tion last year was only a little more than half of what 
was received in 1890. 

The membership has grown only about 10,000 
in the last fifty years. My report will indicate some 
reasons for this decline, reasons which will, never- 
theless, leave the facts unaltered. 

Another discovery startled me. Of our 544 
churches: seventy-one have the services of a resident 
minister, support themselves and contribute to the 
denominational program; 171 support resident min- 
isters and carry on without outside help, but give no 
support to the denomination; ninety-nine are not 
aided, but are unable to support a resident minister 
or the larger work; 100 are receiving aid and ninety- 
seven are dormant, though fourteen of them make 
some contribution to the denomination. 

One of the most serious problems facing us is the 
large number of small parishes—ninety-nine are with- 
out ministers; ninety-seven are dormant. Either 
they will have to be put on “‘circuits’’ with ministers 
serving them only part-time (seventy-three are al- 
ready operating on this basis), or be satisfied with 
what is called “occasional’’ preaching, or be persuaded 
to use a mail-order variety of ‘canned’ services and 
sermons for use by the laity, or the properties sold and 
the money derived from sale used to relocate. Cer- 
tainly there is no very good reason to go on doing 
nothing about it. 

It occurs to me, also, that 100 out of 544 is a 
disturbingly large proportion of aided units. This 
approximates 20 percent of the whole. It means 
that of every five churches four are having to take 
care of the fifth. This has gone on for years. Over 
$40,000 is spent annually in aid to churches: the States 
appropriate over $20,000, the Women a little less 
than $10,000, and the General Convention about 
$15,500. 

Just to show you the size to which sums can 
mount in the course of a few years, I am hazarding the 
risk of being too specific. Take just the General 
Convention contributions, which, as I told you, com- 
prise only a fraction of the whole. 

In nine years the General Convention has put 
$4,341.65 into Chattanooga, Tenn.; in thirteen years 
Rochester, Minn., has received $6,545.59, and At- 
lanta, Ga., $12,334.82; in fifteen years Oakland, 
Calif., has had $7,862.35, Waterloo, Ia., $9,367.31, 
St. Petersburg, Fla., $25,463.40, and Denver, Col., 
$33,051.97. 

This is not to say that I have any objection to 
Denver, for example, receiving $35,000 in the last 
fifteen years, but it is to say that in continuing this 
sort of thing we are prevented from doing other things 
that are fully as important. It disturbs me to find a 
church so old and established as ours is encouraging its 
children to be dependent all their lives. If the chil- 
dren grow to adulthood weaklings and invalids, that is 
one thing. If they are normal (or should be), that is 
another thing. I see no justification whatever for 
continuing to support a movement indefinitely. A 
purposeful and forceful effort should be made im- 
mediately to get every unit off “the dole.”’ We are in 
no position to function as a glorified kind of eccle- 
siastical PWA. © 

It is my judgment that in those places where 


support has been continued for long) years and little 
gains can now be noted, the support should be di- 
rected into other channels. I believe, too, that in the 
future it should be our pollcy to aid units for a period 
of not more than ten years, with each successive an- 
nual appropriation reduced 10 percent, and that our 
share of the contract shall be met only on three con- 
ditions: (1) that the aided church shall conduct an- 
nually an every-member canvass and in such form as 
may be prescribed by the General Convention; (2) 
that it shall raise from its own resources an amount 
equivalent to the annual 10 percent reduction; and 

(3) that the local properties shall be deeded outright 
to the General Convention (a practice which should 
be encouraged whether or not aid is given). 

Surveys to determine the effectiveness of all pro- 
grams receiving support should be made—made by 
competent persons and made within the next twelve 
months, so that, at the end of that time, we shall be in 
possession of such an evaluation as will justify us 
continuing the aid, reducing or increasing it, or wiping 
it out altogether. I am of the opinion that we have 
undertaken too many projects for our size, and that 
some of these are needless duplications, poorly super- 
vised, and inadequately financed. Let’s know what we 
are doing, why, and with what results. This is needed; 
yet it is obvious that to get new units off for a fair 
start is even more essential. 

And this, too, is a thing that cannot be just 
guessed at. The time has passed when occasional 
preaching (the kind of thing Dr. Shinn did so ably in 
his day) can locate lasting movements. Systematiza- 
tion is necessary. Surveys will be required. Until 
very recently the cost of gathering the necessary in- 
formation would have been prohibitive. Today many 
agencies are at work gathering this material (I have 
named them and described their work in my printed 
report). The point is that their findings are now 
available to us without charge. i 

But regardless of surveys made by others or by 
ourselves, all of our people will have to play the role 
of informers. Universalists must be alert to oppor- 
tune locations and convey their findings to Head- 
quarters. My report supplies you with a list of twenty- 
two such suggestions made to me in three weeks of 
casual questioning. They are not all practical but the 
list at least indicates what can happen if we all get on 
the job. These locations of course have to be sifted, 
a score of them selected for detailed study. Ina year’s 
time, a dozen will have stood the initial tests, then the 
second year will call for preaching institutes, discussion 
groups, lectures, forums, held in private homes and 
rented halls. The third year will bring us a residue of 
a half-dozen points where we will settle ministers, put 
field workers on the job, perhaps erect a chapel, and 
really get the new baby on his feet. With the best 
product in the religious world at our command, we’d 
better set up an effective sales agency. We wonder 
why we don’t grow. Others ask the same question 
about us. The answer is as plain as the nose on your 
face. 

_ We propose, then, to undertake an evaluation, and 
along the following lines: (1) the strengthening of those 
phases of our work which are already operating ef- 
fectively; (2) helpful analysis of, and advice to, lag- 
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ging parishes and mission enterprises; (3) the amalga- 
mation of work in fields where population changes or 
other factors render even the most constructive efforts 
virtually fruitless; and (4) the discovery of possible 
points of advance into new fields. Much of the actual 
engineering of the project will, of course, have to be 
done from Headquarters, but we must not start off 
on the wrong foot by conceiving of this work as an 
undertaking of our officialdom. It can be only a co- 
operative enterprise entered upon by all our people. 
On no other basis dare we even hope for success. 

So much for the first of the plan’s objectives. The 
second is: 


II. The Instituting of General Field Work 


The time has at last arrived when to continue 
the employment of field specialists responsible solely 
to separate boards of directors and devoted exclusively 
to their particular specialty, is impractical, inefficient, 
and next to impossible. 

General field work means the saving of time and 
energy on the part of the workers themselves. It 
means saving in terms of dollars and cents to the or- 
ganizations concerned, for it makes possible the sharing 
of salaries, travel expense and overhead. It means 
both financial saving and more efficient work for re- 
gional organizations and local churches. But, what 
is more important, it means the presentation of the 
total work of the Church in a more thorough fashion 
and over considerably more territory. 

Under the present scheme, those phases of local 
church life which need attention most are receiving 
no attention. Under the new arrangement, the visita- 
tion will be planned as a unit from Headquarters. 
Missionary education for children. Parent education. 
The whole gamut of adult education. Which of our 
present organizations shall provide for this work? 
These are overlapping areas, and with our present ar- 
rangement stark confusion results. Field workers 
now serve, theoretically at least, the Women’s Na- 
tional Missionary Association, the General Sunday 
School Association, the Young People’s Christian 
Union, the Universalist Publishing House, or the 
Universalist General Convention, when, in reality, 
they should be serving, first, last and all the time, 
Universalist women, men, youth, children (com- 
munities). There are group interests in our local 
churches which never in the world can be drawn into 
the program of any one of our denominational auxil- 
iaries as they are at present constituted. General 
field work will be inclusive in character, center our 
attention where our attention should be centered, and 
serve as a guide to better churchmanship. 

The practice at present is for a regional or local 
group to ask for the field worker of a single organiza- 
tion. The chances are that it will be a ‘one-night 
stand” with a mere fraction of that local group. The 
new plan will take the worker into a community for a 
period of time sufficient to serve as many phases of 
the local program as possible. 

Our second objective, therefore, is to provide for 
general field work. We have already been moving 
rapidly in this direction. We must now move even 
more rapidly and with unity. The third objective is 
hand-in-glove with the second: 


III. The Integration of Denominational 
Programs 

The whole of a thing is but the sum of its compo- 
nent parts. Here is a truth the importance of which 
Universalists need to have impressed upon them. 
What is the Universalist Church? It is all of us put 
together—individual Universalists, local churches, as- 
sociations of churches, State Conventions, and de- 
nominational organizations. All together we are the 
Universalist General Convention. All of our or- 
ganizations, whether they be local, state, or national, 
are parts—parts of the Universalist Church, and, 
therefore, parts of the General Convention. The 
General Convention is the whole, not just another one 
of the parts. 

Within our Universalist household at present, 
the primary object should be the conservation and 
growth of ‘‘the Church.” A certain amount of good, 
honest housecleaning on this score won’t hurt us one 
bit. A free Church does not mean a “free-for-all.”’ 
We've been bitten and sorely afflicted by the “‘solo 
habit’? bug, and the result is too many moribund 
churches and too many tragic exhibitions of denomi- 
national disrespect or illiteracy (call it what you 
will). 

Over the years needs have arisen. Groups of our 
people have become conscious of those needs and have 
organized to serve them. But once again unity of 
purpose—a sense of common mission—has introduced 
itself, and renewed emphasis is placed upon the con- 
cept of the Church as was cherished by the fathers. 

Integration is what we want. It will mean 
economy in both effort and procedure. There are, for 
example, eight regional publications costing thousands 
of dollars (not to mention organizational papers), all 
of these struggling for their financial existence, while 
The Christian Leader faces possible extinction. Pool 
the funds used in publishing these dozen papers, and 
there will be plenty of money to put a better paper 
into many more hands much more frequently. I am 
not saying that this should be done, but it does indi- 
cate possibilities if there were a determination on the 
part of us all to co-operate for the common good. 

I need do no more than remind you of the em- 
barrassment and irritation which result from the mul- 
tiplicity of our financial appeals. It is my opinion 
that there should be one great Universalist budget 
and one clean-cut, businesslike appeal for universal 
support. The result of our present system is denomi- 
national waste, caused by a serious lack of co-ordina- 
tion. It cannot be avoided so long as our work goes 
unintegrated. 

Many of our churches are not in State Conven- 
tions; but even where we have State Conventions, 
where is there one adequately equipped to supervise 
the total program of its parish churches? State Con- 
vention funds are taxed to the hilt for administration 
costs. The administrator may do many other things, 
but he is primarily responsible for the placement of 
ministers. The placement of ministers is merely a 
limited type of field work. It is the type of thing done 
by Headquarters all the time; ministers are being 
placed by us thousands of miles away—effectively and 
efficiently—and there is no reason why this could 
not be done generally. I have no objection to State 
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Convention administrators, but I do regret that state 
funds are, thereby, being so absorbed that other much 
needed phases of our work must go untouched. 

It may interest you, just as an aside, to know 
that the Universalist Church possesses more money 
than.our “wealthy” Unitarian friends, but Universalist 
money cannot serve, in any unified plan, the common 
interests, because it is restricted to organizational and 
territorial uses. 

Emphasis in the church work of yesterday was 
upon the single organization, increasing its member- 
ship and taking pride in its own achievements, looking 
first to its own institutional strength, standing more 
or less apart and alone—a rival of other organizations, 
an end in itself. Today the trend is in the direction of 
forgetting the organization, per se, except in so far as 
it serves as a convenient agent in effectively and 
efficiently meeting people’s needs. 

I believe that our ultimate goal should be a fully 
integrated Church. The number of steps necessary, 
the rapidity with which they should be taken, cannot 
now be foreseen. Eventually, it may mean a depart- 
mentalized Church: a Department of Youth, a De- 
partment of the Ministry, a Department of Publica- 
tions, a Department of Religious Education. I hope 
it will mean just that. It may, on the other hand, 
take some other form. The important point I wish to 
make here is that if we have the will to do this thing, 
no barrier should be insurmountable. It would be 
well to bear in mind that, just because we have sep- 
arate legal corporations within the body of our Church, 
you and I are having to dig down into our church- 
pocket to the tune of thousands of dollars to settle for 
the accumulated taxes over a six-year period on 16 
Beacon Street. These taxes are assessed on the ground 
that our organizations, separate in their legal entities, 
are “foreign” corporations and do not come under the 
total body of the Church. We need and must have a 
reorganization on the basis of functions—a practical 
integration of our organizations and their adminis- 
tration. 

There should never be any disguising of the fact 
that the General Convention is not co-ordinate with 
its several auxiliary bodies. The General Convention 
is the Universalist Church in organized form, func- 
tioning through these various organs. Viewed in this 
light, we do have (in theory at least) an integrated 
Church. What does not exist is a proper relationship 
between the several organs and the corporate body; 
and, because of this, the Church is actually disinte- 
grated. What is desired is merely the case of an ideal 
local parish written large. In the local parish church, 
the auxiliary groups are organs through which the 
church itself functions, but they are not coequals with 
the church. 

Believe me, if I were to have my way, we would 
forget all about this strange conglomerate called “The 
General Convention’”’—a thing which our own people 
do not understand and which outsiders look upon as 
they would upon a periodical gathering of Legionnaires 
or Ford salesmen. We would have, instead, The 
Universalist Church! And I’d soon get rid of these 
half-dozen alphabetical assortments and geographical 
-provincialisms. Instead, we would have Universalist 
‘women, men, youth, children—their work being re- 


: 

gionally supervised. We have been terribly weak in 
promotion. We have everything else, but no sales 
agency. The General Convention should long ago 
have taken this problem in hand, for upon its door- 
step—and its doorstep alone—the responsibility rests. 
You wouldn’t expect a local church, a State Conven- 
tion, or a denominational auxiliary to take the lead in 
a movement to integrate. The General Convention is 
the one organization even partially qualified to under- 
take the task. I say ‘even partially qualified” be- 
cause what is envisioned is something much more 
vital than anything we now have. All of us—and 
that goes for the Trustees of the General Convention 
as well—must understand this. There can be no 
qualifications—no holding back. 

I want to make it very clear. There is no thought 
in any one’s mind of absorption. The form organiza- 
tions are to take should depend entirely upon what 
functions best; but the idea behind it all is to strength- 
en and enlarge the total program by doing the same 
for its several parts. We don’t know the specifications 
of the necessary machinery, nor do we know the exact 
date of its installation. We merely know the direction 
in which we wish to move: a unified Church—doing 
its work with ability and distinction. 

Here, then, are three important objectives—none 
of them spectacular, all of them basic. Toward each 
of them we would proceed slowly, carefully, but with 
marked determination. 


IV. Our Final Objective 


Our fourth and final objective is, of necessity, the 
dedication of funds to these ends. A plan of such pro- 
portions as the one I have just outlined, and covering 
a period of four years, should have back of it no less 
than $100,000. I told the Trustees that if they would 
recommend the expenditure from unrestricted funds 
of an amount not to exceed half of this, I would try to 
raise the other half. (Being a little anxious about my 
share of the responsibility, I had already secured well 
over $800 from 263 good Universalists.) It meant 
hunching a bit on my part, but they voted unani- 
mously both on the plan and for the expenditure. 
That is all under the bridge and now comes the testing 
time for you. Two things I beg of you to do: (1) ac- 
cept these four objectives of this four-year plan; and 
(2) read, if you have not already done so, a copy of my 
recent letter appealing for free contributions, and, 
using the pledge card enclosed, join with these 263 
friends. Make your contribution before you leave 
this Convention. 

Why $100,000? Read my detailed report. In it 
I have tried to show just how this amount was de- 
termined upon, the approximate sums needed for the 
various phases of the program in each succeeding 
year. No lavish program is anticipated. There will 
be no reckless expenditure of money. We are hoping 
you will free us to do the minimum which must be 
done, and what expenditures are made will be made 
with meticulous economy. 

Former President Eliot of Harvard used to say 
that ‘‘the surest way to get money for a service in- 
stitution is for that institution to do something de- 
serving of support.’’ In setting up these objectives, 
this is exactly what we are trying to do. Something 


1054 THE CHRISTIAN LEADER 


November 4, 1939 


ne aaa EE EEIEEyEEES ESSENSE ESSE 


vastly more important than money is needed, but I 
doubt if that something without money will go very 
far. 

Spend $50,000 of our carefully guarded funds? 
Yes, just that! | Money is needed immediately. It 
takes money to raise more money. It will take money 
to carry forward this broad program of surveys. It 
will take money to institute general field work. Later, 
there will be the safeguarding of new movements— 
publicity, preaching institutes, ministers, rentals, 
buildings, etc. The sum of $50,000 is merely to serve 
as a springboard to give us a start and to guarantee 
us having a reasonable length of time to achieve 
success. 

You would have us go into debt? No; I would 
make an investment. I don’t like debts; I never 
have. I pay asI go, or Ido without. I don’t borrow; 
and I don’t, as arule, lend. That is not the question. 
I am proposing that we spend a little of the money 
that was given us to spend, and not one cent of any 
that was given us to save. And we shall do well to get 
busy at the job, too. What is done by Universalists 
in the next ten years will, I dare say, tell the story of 
whether the Universalist Church is to be or is not to 
to be. If you want to end up with a lot of money and 
no Church, you simply want to end at a place where I 
don’t want even to be seen. 

On July 31 our unrestricted funds totaled $506,- 
629.61. If this sum mounts in the same proportion as 
it has continued to over the recent past, we shall be 
able to invest our $50,000 and, at the end of four years, 
still have approximately what we have now. So 
much for that. 

(1) Vote for the plan; (2) vote for this $50,000 
appropriation. But we must understand that if we 
enter upon this new program of unification and ex- 
pansion, we do so with our eyes wide open to its im- 
plications, namely, the enthusiastic support of every 
Universalist and the sacrificial participation of all 
organizations—loeal, state and national. Complete 
success can be approximated only if and when all of 
our agencies merge their enthusiasms and their re- 
sources in the attainment of our common goal. The 
General Convention proposes to share—to share with 
the denominational auxiliaries, State Conventions, 
local churches, and Universalists everywhere. Here 
again, you see, is practical evidence of a United Church 
in an integrated forward movement. 

But why should we share? Because it can’t be 
done any other way. It will take all of us put to- 
gether and then some. Anyway, why shouldn’t we 
share? Is our primary interest the Universalist 
Church? Or is it something else? The point is that 
we shall want to share. It will pay us to share. Of this, 
I am confident. 

Surveys evaluating present programs, surveys to 
relocate old churches and to start new ones, general 
field work, economy of resources, efficiency of ad- 
ministration—all of this means profit to State Con- 
ventions, denominational auxiliaries, local churches. 
It is something we can all put our fingers on. It will 
afford us a much needed boost in morale and give us 
a sense of our largeness : na unified front. Already we 
are sharing in many little ways (as I have pointed out 
in my report); and now we merely propose withdraw- 


ing from the “side-show’’ business and getting into 
the “‘big tent.” 

The task of raising $50,000 is a formidable one. I 
am asking every person in attendance at this Conven- 
tion to become my “right arm.”’ Large contributions 
are more than welcome, but they are a rarity. We 
shall obtain more money and it is far better for us 
psychologically, if emphasis is placed where it belongs: 
upon maximum participation. An average of $1 per 
person per year is a reasonable, sensible, attainable 
goal—one such as will place no burden on any or- 
ganization, State Convention, parish church, or 
private individual. I am interested to see enlisted 
a considerable sum of money for expansion purposes, 
but I am primarily eager to see Universalists enlisted. 
We must have money, but with the money we must 
have persons, and the local churches must be de- 
pended upon to enlist these persons—to really educate 
their people in the true significance of what is being 
attempted. Funds, properly husbanded and corre- 
lated, can make possible a united Church more ef- 
fectively serving a world of need. 

Just this further word in 


Conclusion 


There are 218 religious bodies in this country. 
We too readily conceive of our own as comparatively 
insignificant. It may be well to remember that 180 of 
the 218 are smaller than we are. What is more im- 
portant, however, is that Universalists—regardless of 
numbers—shall be rich in the things of the Spirit. 
No progress in any other direction can possibly answer 
for deficiencies in this realm. We area people banded 
together in the name of High Religion. Let no 
Universalist ever forget that. 

And let there be a growing sense of our together- 
mess. ‘This is no time for petty provincialisms. It is 
a time for all of us to put our shoulders to the wheel. 
I find that most of our parishes are putting up a noble 
fight to maintain themselves and the work at large; 
but I find, also, that, in the main, it is the women of 
these parishes to whom credit is due. When you real- 
ize that barely one-tenth of even our women are or- 
ganized, you can imagine the potential power that is 
ours. We haven’t more than begun to tap it. 

Yet we would do well to hew close to the line—to 
do fewer things and do them supremely well. I am 
interested, vitally so, in seeing that every Universalist 
minister attains a reasonable security in old age, but 
I shall be terribly concerned if you see fit to make of 
our General Convention Board a collection agency. 
What I am far more interested in seeing this Conven- 
tion pass is a ringing pronouncement telling the world 
that, should the United States be dragged into this 
heinous war, a Universalist refusing to take up arms 
against a fellow being shall remain a member of the 
Universalist Church in good standing. 

I believe it a splendid thing to be able to work 
with and for the colored people of Suffolk, the moun- 
tain folk of the South, the friends in Japan and Korea; 
but I am far more impressed with the virtues of carry- 
ing the message of Universalism to the American 
college campus. Just what is the field in which w 
should function? The time has come for us to thi 
this problem through. Doesn’t the very genius of our 
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religion require that we get at and really influence the 
influential people of America? 

This, then, simply cannot be “just another’ 
Convention. Universalists, here and now, are joining 
forces in a program with a purpose. We have outlined 
four objectives the worth of which is commensurate 


with our ability to give. Here are ‘“‘close to the soil’’ 
enterprises deserving of universal support. 

I pray for your speedy and whole-hearted approval 
not for the sake of building an institution, but for the 
sake of those principles for which that institution 
stands. Amen. 


The General Sunday School Convention 


Eleanor G. Collie 


ECTION by section, with the vision of an archi- 
tect and the thoroughness of a master workman, 
the officers of the General Sunday School Asso- 

ciation built their convention sessions to a thrilling 
climax, at which Dr. Hornell Hart spoke. 

Many convention sessions are dull—dragged out 
to unnecessary length, characterized by anemic reports 
and stupid boasting, but none of these charges could 
be made against the G. 8S. S. A. sessions. Time limits 
were strictly adhered to; reports were vital and robust; 
and there were no moments wasted in listening to Sun- 
day school representatives bragging about their own 
schools. 

The entire program was broad, all-inclusive, full 
of vision, created for people in need of stimulus and 
better insight into the goals, the methods, the mechan- 
ics, of religious education. 

The Rev. Max A. Kapp, president of the Asso- 
ciation, underscored the policy of his board, and in- 
dicated the attitude which all who are interested in 
church schools should take when he said in his report, 
relative to the possibility of the G. S. S. A. becoming 
a department of religious education of the General 
Convention: “‘We do not care to penalize our effective 
work for the sake of mere change. We are keenly 
interested in proposals that will expand and deepen 
the cause of religion through education.’”’ He con- 
tinued’ further to call the attention of his hearers 
to a fact that we all too often lose sight of: ‘““We 
understand that any churchmanship which may 
emerge in our ranks must be the result of an education 
that starts at the beginning and runs through our 
whole system.” 

The report given at a later session by Miss Susan 
Andrews, executive secretary of the G. 8. S. A., re- 
viewed the assistance available to all schools. Miss 
Andrews presented a verbal panorama of church 
schools as many of them unfortunately are, and as 
many of them can be by an investment of time, 
thought and consecration. 

The General Sunday School Association main- 
tains a reservoir of practical aids to teachers and su- 
perintendents, it answers multitudes of letters, it 
loans books, posters, charts, stereopticon slides, photo- 
graphs, it supplies worship services, special materials 
for special days, and, of perhaps greatest value, it 
furnishes the services of a field worker for all schools. 

This position is competently filled by Miss Harriet 
Yates. Her report demonstrates the varieties of tasks 
and the extent of knowledge required from one who 
pursues this vocation. A field worker is not merely a 
traveler, she is a person who must untangle problems, 
make practical suggestions, answer questions, and at 
the same time make the contact between remote 


schools and headquarters and do missionary work 
among new acquaintances. 

Others who co-operated in making this an out- 
standing convention were the leaders of the morning 
conferences—Mrs. Pullman, in charge of a conference 
on Creative Teaching; Miss Ethel Whack, worker at 
the Suffolk School. Miss Whack’s modesty was re- 
freshing. She said she was not much of a speaker— 
perhaps she wasn’t. Her words are now forgotten, but 
the spirit in which she said them remains as a stimu- 
lating memory. E. I. Kaufman, representative of 
the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, expressed 
the gratitude of his association for the good will 
offering given them last spring, and gave his personal 
check of $100 to the work in Suffolk. Dr. Frederick 
May Eliot, president of the American Unitarian 
Association, brought the greetings of the Department 
of Religious Education. 

Much humor and good fellowship was evident in 
allthe proceedings. Perhaps the most tragically humor- 
ous occasion was caused by the announcement that 
anyone who had problems in religious education to be 
solved could get free advice by attending a 7.30 break- 
fast meeting at which would be present trained and 
experienced religious educators. At the crack of 
dawn these counselors rose to serve the masses— 
weary, reluctant to leave warm beds, they were, but 
religious education must be served. They would at all 
costs and personal sacrifices dip into their stores of 
knowledge for these poor benighted people so sorely in 
need of help. So five experienced religious educators 
met—and that was all! The poor benighted stayed in 
bed—very sensibly—and permitted the five religious 
educators to breakfast in exclusive, frustrated solitude. 
Out of this meeting, however, came the valuable sug- 
gestion that we have a portable wailing wall to be 
sent around to all conventions. 

And all this leads up to the major triumphs of 
the G. S. S. A. sessions—the addresses made by Miss 
Bess Goodykoontz, assistant commissioner in the 
Bureau of Education, and Dr. Hornell Hart. 

Miss Goodykoontz spoke at a luncheon meeting 
on Wednesday noon, in Perkins Hall at the National 
Memorial Church. Every place at the tables was 
occupied; strangers had an opportunity to get ac- 
quainted, without being so crowded and pushed about 
that the process of eating became a matter of the 
survival of the fittest. 

The subject of Miss Goodykoontz’ address was 
“Children and Our Changing World.” She spoke of 
the characteristics of the present children’s world— 
it is mechanized and that fact is accepted early by 
children; there is continual movement—families are 
transient; children accept and demand adult interests— 
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card parties, dances, movies, etc.; there seems to be a 
lack of discipline. 
She advised her audience not to worry about 
changes in physical environment—children easily ad- 
just themselves; but we do need to be concerned about 
changes in the intellectual point of view. Educators 
and interested adults need to build up in children 
healthy defenses against unreasonable changes. 

All of us, she said, need standards by which to 
guide our lives; we need a personal philosophy and 
faith to face change. To provide this for children it is 
imperative that secular and church schools co-operate. 

Dr. Hornell Hart, member of the faculty at Duke 
University, spoke to a large gathering in the ball-room 
of the Mayflower Hotel on Thursday morning, on 
“The Spiritual Task of the Church School and the 
Home.” 

The home is the great workshop where boys and 
girls learn how to live, said Dr. Hart, but the home 
needs an agency to back it. Young people are raised 
in two different worlds—one the world of religious 
thinking focused around the great, rich traditions of 
the past, around the logical and metaphysical thoughts 
of theology, around mystical intuition and prayer. 
The other world is that of modern science controlled 
by increasing numbers of “‘disbelieving” college pro- 
fessors, who cannot reconcile religion with what they 
teach. The young person reaches a point where he 
feels compelled to choose between modern scientific 
thinking and religion, and he generally chooses the 
former. But scientific teaching offers no rules for the 
attainment of the “‘good life,” for science has washed 
its hands of value judgments and ideals. 


We can meet this difficulty in our homes and 
schools by recognizing that fundamentally everyone 
desires to live vividly, everyone wants the abundant 
life, he wants the full use of his mind and body, he 
desires thrills. 

To prove that life can be thrilling indefinitely, 
that the “good life’ can be explained in scientific 
terms, Dr. Hart drew a chart on a blackboard to show 
that reckless thrill-seeking tears down the very char- 
acteristics we seek to insure. 

Dr. Hart defined heaven as a state in which people 
are aware of the will of God and live on the basis of 
His will. Hell, also is a spiritual state, but one in 
which everybody ruthlessly seeks to impose his will 
on everyone else by fear, force and fraud. When the 
structures of life are dissipated, we can have no other 
result but chaos. 

Rvery moment of the G. S. S. A. sessions was 
crowded with vital reports and speeches. Full re- 
ports were presented on the various good will offerings, 
the work in Suffolk and Japan; important resolutions 
were passed; an instructive display was made of 
materials, charts, literature. 

There in concrete, visible form was made ap- 
parent to all the value of creative teaching—for we 
who thought we knew so much were taught by the 
thorough, effective planning of our officers. 

This type of program planning will continue 
uader the guidance of the Rev. Max A. Kapp, presi- 
dent, Harold S. Latham and Dr. Clinton L. Scott, 
vice-presidents, and Mrs. Robert M. Rice, secretary, 
who were unanimously elected as officers of the General 
Sunday School Association. 


The Women’s Meetings at Washington 


Florence W. Simonson 


HE Washington 1939 Convention of the Uni- 
versalist Church is over and its attendants have 
scattered to the four corners of this nation, but 

ringing still in our hearts, as it will for a long while 
into. the future, is the new spirit of advance and co- 
operation that was so evident during our time to- 
gether. Not the least inspiring were the sessions of 
the W. N. M. A., which might be likened to the smart 
new hats so many of the ladies wore—different, gay, 
charming, sometimes dream-like, futuristic, but vi- 
brantly alive and original, giving each of us some- 
thing to live up to—all this, of hats and of sessions. 
Though a preview of what was to come was given 
Monday evening at the opening session of the con- 
vention, the serious business started on Tuesday 
morning, when the Rev. Edna P. Bruner of Waterloo, 
Ia., opened our sessions with a prayer that was moving 
and beautiful, and set the high tone that was to hold 
through the following days. After the convention 
call was read and committees were appointed, the 
Executive Board was introduced, and each member 
spoke briefly of the accomplishments of her depart- 
ment during the last two years. Their printed reports 
are available and should be read by all local organiza- 
tions. With few exceptions, the plans made in 1937 
at Chicago have been fulfilled. Mrs. Ada I. Treat of 
the Finance Committee stated that the desire of the 


W.N. M. A. for a trust fund had been abandoned be- 
cause of the cost of such a trust and the nature of our 
present investments. 

During the first conference period, under the 
leadership of Mrs. Daniel Lee Taylor, the topic of 
“The Larger Program for Universalist Women” was 
discussed. Much that was said in this meeting will 
help local churches to carry out this new ideal of 
service for Universalist women. Mrs. Irving Walker, 
in commenting, said that we must rededicate our- 
selves to God and the work of the Church; we must do 
things together; ‘‘study together, work together, learn 
together for life, thus benefiting individuals in the 
church and in the community.” She said, ““We must 
not relinquish what we are now doing in the W. N. 
M. A., but must expand along these lines.” Our 
president, Mrs. E. B. Wood, expressed the wish that 
we might do away with “dues” and raise more of our 
money by voluntary offerings. Miss Ruth I. Seabury, — 
prominent Congregational churchwoman, contributed — 
to the discussions by answering questions. She cau- — 
tioned against working too fast, saying that a one © 
women’s organization must be a “genuine merger 
without the loss of any interest” and must therefore 
be a flexible one. In her denomination the slogan, 
“Every woman in every church intelligently at work,” 
had been the keynote. 
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Mrs. Wood, the president, was introduced to the 
convention at large by Mrs. Seth Brooks, and gave her 
report of the last two years. In every way the report 
reflected the consecration and devotion of this out- 
standing Universalist woman whose difficult responsi- 
bility it is to guide the church work of other Univer- 
salist women. 

Mrs. Brooks also introduced Miss Ruth Seabury 
at this general session. Miss Seabury has numerous 
positions but is, perhaps, chiefly noted for her foreign 
mission interest and work, her lectures at the North- 
field Missionary Conference, and her experience as 
delegate to the Madras Conference. Her presentation 
of her subject, “New Frontiers of Christianity,’’ cap- 
tivated her listeners. ‘Frontiers can never be geo- 
_ graphic,” she said. ‘“The United States is the greatest 
mission field for Christianity in the world.” As the 
Leader said last week, no brief report could give any 
idea of this address. In closing, Miss Seabury quoted 
the remark of a foreign friend who said: “It must be 
wonderful to belong to your faith, whose heart is al- 
ways broken by the miseries of mankind.” 

At noon, the W. N. M. A. Commission Luncheon 
had an overflowing attendance, and the state commis- 
sion members and state and national officers had a 
chance to discuss their mutual problems and present 
ideas and wishes. 

In the late afternoon a reception was held for 
the Executive Board in the Mayflower Hotel. This 
pleasant courtesy gave the convention delegates an 
opportunity to meet and talk with their officers and 
proved a welcome respite. 

At the Wednesday morning sessions, the report 
of the conference on the larger program was received. 
Indications are that the women of Universalist 
churches are favorably inclined toward this new move- 
ment, but need guidance and education to carry out 
its program. To that end, planning committees in 
the local churches were recommended, and a system of 
pledges and budgeting was advocated. 

The recommendations of the committee oa busi- 
ness were brought up singly and voted upon. Out- 
standing among these was that which changed the 
name of the national organization to ‘““The Association 
of Universalist Women.” It is also of note that the 
national association plans to carry out the larger 
program, through its promotional department, in 
several communities in rural, town, and city localities, 
so that first-hand knowledge of such situations may 
be available. Both Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Walker com- 
mended the Adult Christian Education Movement, 
which was evolved, in the words of Dr. Monroe, its 
sponsor, by “letting the light of education shine 
through the prism of religion, breaking it up into its 
component parts.” Material on this movement will 
be sent to all organizations with program suggestions. 
It was also moved to write off the $20,994 deficit in 
the permanent fund. 

Other recommendations advocated the continu- 
ance of work now being done, i. e., Dedication Day, 
literature publication, field work, wider use of the 
Clara Barton Christmas stockings, work in Japan. 
Local and state organizations were urged to keep care- 
ful records of accomplishments and reply to all ques- 
tionnaires and to place in the budget an item for the 


support of a girl in Blackmer Home. (At present 
there are six vacancies. It costs about $80 a year 
per girl in the Home.) 

It was most significant that the motion passed 
at Chicago to place the North Carolina work in the 
hands of the General Convention in 1940, was re- 
scinded, and that it was decided to allocate $2,000 
from the Jubilee Fund to be added to $3,500, the total 
of $5,500 to constitute our obligation to the North 
Carolina work plus any gifts received for that purpose. 
Delegates and officers alike seemed to feel that it 
would be a mistake to relinquish this work. 

The Resolutions Committee expressed the Con- 
vention’s appreciation to the entertaining church and 
its pastor and wife, to the Executive Board, to its 
workers, Mrs. D. L. Taylor, Miss Downing and Miss 
Stacy, and those in North Carolina, and the Program 
Committee. 

Miss Gertrude Whipple led one discussion group 
on “The Years Ahead at the Birthplace of Clara 
Barton.”” During this, Mrs. Marietta B. Wilkins 
pleaded for an endowment fund. Others of the 
Board asked for better living conditions at the Birth- 
place. Mrs. Cyrus F. Springall gave an address con- 
cerning the buildings, equipment, landscaping, etc. 
It has been decided to use the trees and shrubs of 
the neighborhood to beautify the grounds and also 
provide a basis for nature study. Some physical 
needs of the camp are tennis courts, archery equip- 
ment, croquet courts. The adolescent group of 
campers needs more adequate provision. The Birth- 
place needs also another flag. Enthusiasm for this 
splendid piece of Christian work was evident and 
loyal Universalists will, no doubt, be anxious to supply 
its needs. 

Mrs. Seth Brooks, chairman of the North Caro- 
lina work, in introducing the conference on ‘“‘Advance 
or Retreat in North Carolina” said that the ‘‘work in 
North Carolina is such a problem, but such a joy!” 
She said in part that it is a work of which we can 
well be proud. She mentioned each of the four min- 
isters and their devoted service, and deplored the fact 
that cuts may have to be made because of lack of 
money. Dr. Brooks spoke of trips he had made to 
North Carolina and warned the women that they 
must not let enthusiasm for a new program leave the 
work now going to starve. He said: “I would not 
take one cent from medical work, I would not take one 
cent from the Clara Barton Birthplace work, but the 
thing that is so hard to dramatize and so important 
is religion carried on so splendidly by the four Uni- 
versalist ministers in the state.” 

On Wednesday evening, over two hundred women 
turned out for the World Friendship Banquet, a 
brave gesture in such troubled times. The spirit of 
friendship was truly expressed during the evening by 
the speakers and the attentive attitude of the audience. 
A life membership was tendered to Mrs. Taylor, re- 
tiring promotional secretary. The speaker of the 
evening was Mrs. Emily Newell Blair, author, editor 
and lecturer, who gave “A Forward Look toward 
World Friendship.’”’ Her theme was peace, which, she 
said, could never be an accomplished fact without 
love for others and a spiritual awakening in this 
country and in the world at large. Out of her wide 
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experiences she cited cases where love had overcome 
ignorance and prejudice between peoples of different 
nations. 

The nominations presented by the committee 
were accepted and candidates were elected without 
contest. The officers are: Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Harry M. Treat, first vice-president; Miss 
Gertrude M. Whipple, second vice-president; Miss 
Ida M. Folsom, recording secretary; Mrs. Frank Dunn, 
financial secretary; Mrs. Sarah W. Russell, treasurer; 
Mrs. Charles A. Latham, literature secretary; Mrs. 
James Henderson, Clara Barton Guild secretary; Mrs. 
Harry A. Hersey, Mrs. Holbrook Mulford, Mrs. 
George Friedrich, trustees; Mrs. Seth Brooks, chair- 
man of the Nominating Committe, 1941-1943. 

At the closing afternoon session, the Rev. George 
C. Boorn of North Carolina, introduced by Mrs. 
Brooks, made a speech in which he stated that the 
work at Inman’s Chapel is primarily a religious work, 


but other needs of the community which the church 
may serve are obvious. One is recreation, another is 
medical service, a cherished dream. This dream does 
not involve a duplication of any present efforts, but a 
supplement of what is being done. 

Mrs. Brooks then opened pledging for this new 
medical work, speaking of casting out our life-line 
into the mountains. Her introduction was so moving 
and the work itself is so deserving, that over a thousand 
dollars was soon raised for the medical and general 
work of North Carolina. 

Thus closed the meetings of W. N. M. A., now 
A. U. W. What we carried away from the sessions can 
never be put upon paper or expressed in words. It 
will be expressed, rather, in what we do with our new 
knowledge and inspiration during the coming years. 
I hope that, in the words of a Philippine guest, Mrs. 
Hozias, who was present at the commission luncheon, 
‘in Christ, our Leader, we all vibrate the same.” 


Recommendations and Resolutions at the Convention 


RECOMMENDATIONS AS ADOPTED 


I, Business Procedure 

We recommend that the Board of Trustees of the Univer- 
salist General Convention be requested to consider changes in 
the procedure designed to bring before the denomination, for 
consideration and discussion well in advance of the Convention 
meeting, such matters as are likely there to be acted upon and 
which seem to merit such prior consideration. 


II. Periodic Reports 

We recommend that the Board of Trustees of the Universalist 
General Convention adopt a policy of requiring periodic reports 
to the Board or to the General Superintendent from all churches 
and other organizations receiving financial support. from the 
Convention. 


III, Reference of Minor Appropriations 

We recommend that this Convention commend the general 
policy of referring all requests for minor appropriations by any 
organization to the Board of Trustees for investigation and 
action. 


IV. Revision of By-Laws 


We recommend that the Board of Trustees of the Universalist 
General Convention appoint a special committee to present to 
the next Convention a revision of the by-laws of the Convention, 
a report on the possibility of a change of name to “The Univer- 
salist Church,”’ and a report on the advisability of the incorpora- 
tion of our organization under the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 


V. Work in the Orient 


Recognizing the difficulties which face the members of our 
International Church Extension Board in providing for the con- 
tinuance of our work in the Orient, 

We recommend that the services of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Darley Downs be continued for such a period as is necessary to 
work out satisfactory adjustments. 


VI. Work at Suffolk 

Recognizing the need of a change in the type of work being 
carried on at Suffolk, Virginia, and in view of the unusual oppor- 
tunity now offered us by state and federal health departments to 
promote medical clinics by housing them in our building, 

We recommend that our work be transferred gradually to a 
. social work type of program, and that, in co-operation with the 


General Sunday School Association, support for this service and 
the training of needed personnel be solicited. 


VII. Work with College Students 

We recommend that the Board of Trustees of the Universalist 
General Convention give consideration to the possibility of 
making available to more college students the liberal religious 
point of view and of fortifying that conviction among liberal 
students wherever found. 


VIII. Spiritual Development 

For the cultivation of an awareness which is fundamental 
and essential to spiritual development, 

We recommend the publication of the daily readings for the 
Lenten season be continued and our people urged to use them; and 

We further recommend that the Convention shall authorize 
the publication of a Lesson Text Book on the Worcester State- 
ment of Faith and Bond of Fellowship. This shall be in the form 
of daily lessons with appropriate exercises and meditations. 
The purpose of the book shall be to build into the life of the in- 
dividual those psychological and spiritual patterns which shall 
cause the implications of the statement to function in experience. 
We would include in this book a bibliography of selected books 
on the character and nature of the spiritual life and the techniques 
of meditation; and 

We further recommend, as a means for the realization of full- 
ness of life, preaching missions, study and discussion groups 
among the laity, and for all who desire social regeneration and 
spiritual growth a daily period devoted to reflection and medi- 
tation. 


IX. Universalist Publishing House 

Appreciative of the tremendous importance of the Uni- 
versalist Publishing House as a vital agency for all denomina- 
tional organizations, 

We recommend its continued support, and urge our State 
Conventions and individual Universalists everywhere to make 
contributions to the sustaining fund, and we commend to every 
Universalist subscription to The Christian Leader. 


X. 1941 Convention 

We recommend that this Convention endorse the proposal 
to hold the 1941 sessions of the Universalist General Convention 
on the campus of Tufts College, including the announced un- 
derstanding that the time for holding the Convention will be 
moved forward toward Labor Day in order that the dormitories 
and other building facilities of the college may be available for 
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accommodating those attending the Convention. (Laid on 


table.) 


XI. United Denominational Effort 


We recommend that: 

Recognizing that a unified Universalist Church can be at- 
tained only by the united dedication of every Universalist or- 
ganization and individual; and that the Four Year Program, 
while adopted by this Convention, embodies a policy not for the 
Convention alone, but for the denomination as a whole: 

We record our conviction that this program merits the sin- 
cere and whole-hearted co-operation of every church, State Con- 
vention and other organization within our ranks, and that the 
General Superintendent and the Board of Trustees of this Con- 
vention, as denominational leaders charged with carrying out 
the program, are entitled to such support. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
I. Appreciation 


Whereas, this Convention can be informed only in a small 
degree of the interest and the labor of many people who have 
contributed to its pleasure and purpose, therefore be it 

Resolved, that its members express appreciation for the 
many privileges made possible by the unfailing attention of the 
personnel of the National Memorial Church; of the staff of the 
Mayflower Hotel; and of the many others who have given gen- 
erously of time and energy. 

Be it further resolved, that thanks be extended to the Rev. 
Rol W. Benner for the mental and spiritual quickening provided 
for this Convention by the devotional periods which he has con- 
ducted with marked ability. 


II. Retiring Officers 


Resolved, that we extend to the officers and trustees whose 
terms of office expire at this Convention our appreciation for 
the generous service they have rendered. They are: President, 
Dr. Walter Henry Macpherson; vice-presidents, Hon. Charles 
J. Dunn, Dr. Frank W. Ballou, Dr. Seth R. Brooks; trustees, 
Arthur H. Britton, H. E. Simmons, Leon O. Tebbetts, Edgar T. 
Williams, Elwood J. Way. 


III. The Christian Leader 


Whereas, the ministry of the printed word is a necessary 
part of and an essential agent for dissemination of ideas and 
ideals, and whereas in The Christian Leader the Universalist 
Church has a paper second to none in its field, be it 

Resolved, that this Convention adopt a program of co- 
operation with the Universalist Publishing House which will give 
a wider circulation to this weekly messenger and aid in the dis- 
tribution of other material which it issues for the benefit of the 
Church. 


IV. Commissions 


Whereas, this Convention has caused to be created from 
time to time commissions of many names and for many worthy 
purposes, and 

Whereas, the members of these several commissions have 
served diligently and well without the results of their labors be- 
coming available in the largest degree possible, therefore be it 

Resolved, that it is the judgment of this 1939 Convention 
that the information regarding the material which is thus pro- 
vided be more widely distributed among the churches to the end 
that those who seek may know where to find it and how to use it. 
A project which is dignified by the appointment of a commission 
merits the distribution of the conclusions. 


V. Interchurch Co-operation 


Whereas, we observe with sympathetic interest the present 
trend of denominational and interdenominational spirit and pur- 
pose toward closer co-operation, be it 

Resolved, that the Universalist Church declares its sympathy 
toward that evident larger Christian purpose which will tend to 
ally the many denominations of the existing order to build the 


Kingdom of God. We pledge ourselves Gnreservediy to the part 
of helping to promote the fellowship of Christians in which there 
ean be the fullest co-operation with the least necessity of con- 
forming. 


VI. Conscientious Objectors 


Whereas, the Universalist Church has declared its support 
of those of its members who for reasons of conscience refuse 
military service at any time, notably in its laws of Fellowship, 
Government and Discipline, Article XIII, Section 1, and 

Whereas, there is a tendency in times of war hysteria such as 
the present to forget that the Christian’s highest allegiance is to 
the law of God and not to the decrees of men, therefore be it 

Resolved, that this Convention reaffirm the rights of the 
Universalist conscientious objector; and instruct our secretary to 
so inform the President and the Secretary of State of the United 
States. 


VII. Gambling 


Whereas, we view with apprehension the widespread evi- 
dences of a breakdown in the moral stamina of the individual in- 
dicated by the increasing number of persons giving allegiance to 
the un-Christian and the un-American principles of “getting 
something for nothing,” be it 

Resolved, that this Convention records its emphatic dis- 
approval of all means and methods of gambling and that it calls 
upon its ministers and people everywhere to be militant op- 
ponents of all forms of gambling. 


VIII. Co-operative Movement 


Whereas, the organization of society on the ethical pattern 
of universal brotherhood which Jesus taught, and to the promul- 
gation of which the Universalist Church has been especially de- 
voted, and 

Whereas, the movement toward the establishment of con- 
sumer and producer co-operatives on the Rochdale Plan are 
practical expressions of the Universalist interpretation of the 
ethics of Jesus, therefore be it 

Resolved, that this Convention endorse the co-operative 
movement, and urge Universalists everywhere to inform them- 
selves about it, and whenever possible to participate in the forma- 
tion of co-operative groups. 


IX. Institute of World Affairs 


Whereas, the fifth annual session of the Institute of World 
Affairs held at Ferry Beach, Me., Aug. 19-26, 1939, offered to 
our people a program of information on world situations and 
problems, therefore be it 

Resolved, that this Convention record its gratitude to Prof. 
Arthur I. Andrews and his fellow workers who were responsible 
for this enterprise, and that we commend the Institute of World 
Affairs to our people. 


X. International Relations 


(1) Believing that war breeds only evil, and further strife 
and bitterness, and that the only way to abiding peace is by the 
cultivation of understanding and good will among individuals, 
nations and races, be it 

Resolved, that we extend our heartfelt sympathy to all who 
suffer because of the present conflict, and express our purpose 
to help in relieving their distress in every way we can. 

(2) We believe that the supreme duty of the United States 
of America is to maintain and strengthen the spirit of good will 
and democracy in the world. It is our duty to remain at peace, 
not for the selfish saving of ourselves, but that we may be in a 
position to serve and save others. We should have no part or 
lot in the killing of our brother men. Therefore be it 

Resolved, that we urge upon the President and the Congress 
the adoption of such measures as shall keep the United States at 
peace, in keeping with the plighted word of this nation not to use 
war as an instrument of national policy; and be it further 

Resolved, that we condemn as utterly un-Christian the mak- 
ing of any profit out of war, and so out of the sin and suffering 
of others. 
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(8) Because of the need for clearer understanding on the 
part of all our people of the underlying causes of the war, of un- 
rest in countries nominally at peace, and of the attempts being 
made to draw us into the war, therefore be it 

Resolved, that we urge the formation in our churches of 
discussion groups, conferences and classes, for this study, sug- 
gesting as of special value for this purpose the ‘‘Head-Line 
Books” of the Foreign Policy Association, and publications of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Institute for Propa- 
ganda Analysis. 

(4) Because we believe that there is great need for more 
light on the road that leads to peace, and for a Christian approach 
to the problems which the war and its causes present, that a per- 
manent solution may be found; and because we believe there 
should be a declaration of peace aims by the United States of 
America, and especially by the Christian Church in the United 
States, therefore be it 

Resolved, that we urgently request the Department of In- 
ternational Justice and Good Will of the Federal Council of the 
Churches to assemble immediately a conference, as representative 
as possible, of all phases of Christian thought in America, to study 
these problems and to propose a platform on which an abiding 
peace can be built. 


XI. System of Candidating for Filling Vacant Pulpits 


Whereas, the prevailing system of filling vacant pulpits has 
not proved efficient or dignified, and 

Whereas, the competitive spirit is incompatible with the 
brotherhood which should prevail in our ministerial fellowship, 
and 

Whereas, there is a rising feeling of opposition to this sys- 
tem, be it 

Resolved that the Central Committee of Fellowship be in- 
structed to discourage the candidating system, and be it further 

Resolved, that the Central Committee of Fellowship be 
empowered to present a plan at the next Convention of this body 
for filling vacant pulpits and to foster its application throughout 
our denomination. 


XII. Supporting the Convention Objectives 


Whereas, this Convention has enthusiastically approved the 
recommendations of our General Superintendent, as embodied in 
his official report to this body, and 

Whereas, churches, like individuals and like nations, may 
perish from the slow poison generated by great visions, appre- 
hended but not obeyed, and 

Whereas, this Convention expresses confidence in the will 
and capacity of its officers and trustees to fulfill its requests, if 
necessary spiritual and material support be made available, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, that regardless of differences of individual opinion 
concerning details of operation, this Convention urges Univer- 
salists everywhere to commit themselves to whole-hearted sup- 
port of the program recommended by our General Superintendent 
as their most eloquent expression of gratitude for his leadership. 

* * 5 


NEW YORK STATE CONVENTIONS 
Fred C. Leining 


(GREAT efforts are being made in many parts of the world,” 

said Mrs. Ellsworth C. Reamon at the opening session of 
the New York State Sunday School Association, “to breed and 
nurture hate, suspicion, fear and greed. Where this is being 
done, it is being accomplished with careful planning, scientific 
study and enthusiastic activity. Can we be content to allow this 
situation to continue while we sit complacently in our Christian 
schools an hour a week, teaching in a half-hearted manner the 
great truths which this world so seriously needs?” 

The annual meetings were held in the First Universalist 
Church, Rochester, Monday evening and Tuesday, October 
2 and 3. On Monday evening the pageant, “The Consecration 
of Sir Galahad,” was presented by the young people of the 
Rochester church under the direction of the Rev. Max A. Kapp, 


the pastor. A chorus of young people from neighboring Univer- 
salist churches gave several vocal numbers. 

Mrs. Reamon has done noteworthy work as president of the 
Sunday School Association during the past two years. In her 
address on Monday evening, she said: ‘Our efforts should be 
ceaseless; our activities should be well thought out and executed; 
our minds should be alert as to what is happening and tuned to 
the needs of the young minds whose guidance is at our mercy. 
This is no time for half-hearted preparation of outworn material, 
of indifferent, attendance of pupil or teacher, of hastily thrown 
together worship services and half finished project work.” 

Following the business session on Tuesday morning, the Rev. 
Thomas Steen and Dr. Helene Mosier of Rochester conducted a 
conference on “Intermediate Materials and Methods.” The 
conferences centered on the intermediate group, which Mr. Steen 
said should be called the Junior High School Group. He called 
particular attention to the group or crowd mind that controls 
the young person at this age: He fears to be different from the 
group. He hesitates to make a decision by himself. Dr. Mosier 
stressed the need of making things real to young people of this 
age, with the purpose of teaching them the highest type of life 
that is on their level of adjustment. Dr. Angus H. MacLean of 
St. Lawrence University spoke on ‘‘What Is the Gospel for In- 
termediates?’’ He urged an appreciation of the maturity of in- 
tellect and skill in the intermediate, stating that something is to 
be gained in flattering this maturity of the young person. It 
is a mistake to underrate his power of insight. ‘“‘Put content 
into his concept,’ said Dr. MacLean, ‘‘and the youngster re- 
sponds.” Dr. MacLean has a workshop where intermediates 
busy themselves making things, and here he finds his best hours 
for practical religious teachings. 

At the annual banquet of the Association on Tuesday eve- 
ning, Dr. Fred C. Leining made the appeal for pledges and con- 
tributions to the work of the Association. The speaker was 
Dr. Frank O. Erb, head of the department of religious education 
in the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. Answering the ques- 
tion, ‘‘What is Primary in Religious Education?” he said, ‘‘The 
primary goal of religious education is religion, not mere religious 
knowledge.” Officers for the year are as follows: President, the 
Rey. Clifford R. Stetson, Middleport; vice-president, the Rev. 
Charles A. Wyman, Oneonta; secretary, Mrs. W. S. Stinsman, 
Watertown; treasurer, Mrs. Elizabeth Wyman, Oneonta; trustees, 
Mrs. Reamon and Miss Eleanor Collie, New York City. 

The Ministers’ Meeting began on Wednesday morning with 
the Rev. Ralph Williamson of Ithaca speaking on ‘‘The Ad- 
ministration of a Rural Church.’”’ Mr. Williamson is the field 
worker among rural churches for the State Council of Churches. 
His contact with rural churches reveals the following facts: 
the rural church has a larger proportion of youth and aged folks 
than the city church; the rural church has less competition; the 
rural minister has a shorter pastorate, averaging less than two 
and one-half years; the rural church has poor equipment com- 
pared to the city church and fewer accessions to church member- 
ship, The increase in the number of tenant farmers, according to 
Mr. Williamson, means a decrease in church affiliation. One- 
half of the rural young people go to the city for work and resi- 
dence. In five generations the city would be depopulated if 
there were not this influx from the rural sections. The rural 
section is terribly underchurched even though it has too many 
churches. In view of the centralized schoolhouse, the policy 
of small, starving sectarian churches is ridiculous. The day has 
come for the larger parish idea and the elimination of needless 
churches. The church still stands first in the affection of the 
farmer folk, with the Grange second. He urged the city church 
to get acquainted with the rural church and to be really concerned 
about its welfare. 

Dr. W. Wallace Rose of Lynn, Mass., spoke on ‘“The Ad- 
ministration of the City Church.” He stated that religion is a 
commodity that must be sold and salesmanship therefore enters 
this field, even though it is something to be regretted. The 
desperate lonesomeness of people in the city is the opportunity 
of the city church, which should provide the widest opportunity 
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for companionship for the largest number of people. The matter 
of denomination has no significance with a multitude, but the 
church which really provides friendships and fellowship attracts 
their attention and support. Dr. Rose urged the policy of a 
changing board of trustees, so that a larger number may have 
contact with the affairs of the church. He presented a plan of 
parish organization which would make the council of executives 
the central power of the church. This council would be com- 
posed of representatives of all organizations or auxiliaries. 

The Rey. S. E. Gerard Priestley of New York City pre- 
sented a picture of the nations of Europe as he saw them, last 
summer. He reported conversations with individuals in the war- 
ring groups and his impressions of the British leaders. It was his 
desire that his remarks should not receive press publicity. 

Officers for the year are: President, the Rev. Edward C. 
Downey, Cortland; vice-president, the Rev. Hugh S. Tigner, 
Canton; secretary-treasurer, the Rev. William J. Metz, Central 
Square. 

The plan of one organization of the women received en- 
thusiastic endorsement on Women’s Day on Wednesday, with 
the Women’s Missionary Society, the Women’s State Aid So- 
ciety and the Metropolitan Women’s Alliance conducting a joint 
session. 

Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, president of the Women’s National 
Missionary Association, was the speaker at the afternoon session. 
She warned her audience against allowing the commercial end 
of their programs to crowd out Christian fellowship and the 
Christian values. She reported that more children than ever 
before are in our kindergartens in Japan. The ministers in 
North Carolina report increased interest in their churches and a 
growth in membership. Visitors from England have made a 
study of the Clara Barton Diabetic Camp with the intention of 
inaugurating similar work in England. 


114th Annual Session of the State Convention 


The ministers of the state formed a processional in gowns at 
the opening session of the Convention on Wednesday evening. 
Addresses of welcome were given by Dr. Hugh C. Burr of the 
Rochester Council of Churches and Louis B. Cartwright, modera- 
tor of the church. President Louis Annin Ames responded on 
behalf of the Convention. The worship service was conducted by 
Dr. Bruce Swift, Buffalo, and the Rev. Max A. Kapp conducted 
the communion service. 

In his occasional sermon on “The Test of Survival,’ the 
Rey. Harold W. Haynes, Binghamton, called attention to par- 
ables and persons in the New Testament which emphasize posi- 
tive goodness. There is always condemnation for the good for 
nothing. The same test applies to organs in the body—if they 
are not. good for something, they cease to function. Similarly 
in history, when an institution becomes useless, it fades out. 
Democracy and civilization will continue as long as they are useful. 
‘The Universalist Church will endure if we as a church are good 
for something amid the problems of this changing world. 

The morning session on Thursday was devoted largely to 
reports. The report of the Executive Board called attention to 
the fact that the State Convention had ended its year again with 
a balance and that its benefactions amounted to $7,918.16. The 
payments to pensioners totaled $3,229.25. The report of the 
Fellowship Committee was given by the Rev. Clifford R. Stetson, 
Middleport. In his report on Necrology, the Rev. Edward C. 
Downey, Cortland, presented a memorial scroll on the ministry 
of Dr. and Mrs. H. M. Cary to St. Paul’s Universalist Church 
‘in Little Falls. The Rev. Howard B. Gilman received it on be- 
half of the church. This scroll is a marvelous work with the pen 
performed by George A. Friedrich of Brooklyn. Dr. John Murray 
Atwood presented the report of the Theological School of St. 
Lawrence University. President Ames, as chairman of a com- 
mission to study the proposed pension plan of the General Con- 
vention, reported that this commission recommended a modifica- 
tion of this contributory system, believing that it levied a tax 
on the churches which is excessive. Dr. Fred C. Leining, State 
Superintendent, reported the outstanding achievements in the 


\ 
churches during the past year, calling particular attention to 
the progress in the churches at Oneonta and Cortland. His re- 
port will appear in full in the November issue of The Empire 
State Universalist, by the vote of the Convention. The pension 
offerings of the churches and the Women’s State Aid Society 
amounted to $940.42. 

The recommendations included changes in the by-laws to 
facilitate the financial operations of the Convention; a contribu- 
tion of $250 to the Universalist Publishing House; a continuance 
of the appeal to the churches for contributions to the Student 
Aid Fund of the Theological School; the increase of the Ministers’ 
Pension Funds of the State Convention; a cut of ten percent in 
all appropriations to churches in the state; the continuation of 
the Emergency Fund to be raised by the State Superintendent; 
the erection of a marker on the grave of the Rev. Phoebe A. 
Hanaford; a central membership list to be kept in the state 
office. The resolutions expressed appreciation of the hospitality 
of the church in Rochester, also the radio stations and the news- 


* papers; opposed the proposed amendment to the state constitu- 


tion which would allow pari-mutuel betting; opposed the use of 
force as a means to peace, and defended the right of Universalists 
to non-participation in war as a matter of religious conviction. 

The first showing of the pictures on ‘‘What the Universalist 
Church Is Doing’ was the feature. of the afternoon session. 
The slides covered the work of the Publishing House, the General 
Convention, the General Sunday School Association, the Women’s 
National Missionary Association and the National Young 
People’s Christian Union. Many of the slides picture scenes of 
1939. Two readers presented the script and a public address 
system was used. The presentation had the sustained interest 
of the audience and received generous applause. 

The closing event was the banquet on Thursday evening at 
the Sagamore Hotel, with 150 in attendance. Mr. Ames served 
as toastmaster and Tom Grierson, church organist, presided at 
the organ in the dining-room. The speaker was Dr. W. Wallace 
Rose of Lynn, Mass. He pleaded for a worshiping church nu- 
merously attended by people who take their minds off self and 
others long enough to say, ‘‘Here I am, O God,” and for a shar- 
ing church which develops unselfish powers in meeting difficulties. 

The following officers were elected: President, Louis Annin 
Ames; vice-president, Dr. Fred C. Leining; treasurer, Fay C. 
Parsons; trustees, the Rev. Cornelius Greenway, Brooklyn, and 
Harold J. March, Middleport. Fellowship Committee: the Rev. 
Edward C. Downey, the Rev. Harold W. Haynes, Dr. Ellsworth 
C. Reamon, the Rev. Robert Killam, Utica, Ernest M. Trefethen, 
Syracuse. Trustees of Clinton Liberal Institute: Dr. John Mur- 
ray Atwood, George H. Bowers, Canton, Mrs. Maud D. Whitlock, 
Middletown, B. B. Fairchild, Dexter. Preacher of the occasional 
sermon in 1940, Dr. Harry Westbrook Reed, Watertown. Place 
of the 1940 Convention, Oneonta. 

*” * co 


PERSONALITY 


Personality is an intangible thing, as elusive as a shadow 
and yet as real as life itself. It is like a mosaic made of many 
fragments of glass or stone. The material comes from many 
sources, but each man designs his own pattern. Conversation, 
manner, mood, gait, habits of conduct, all are a part of it. 
Personality is not dependent upon attractiveness of physical 
features or fineness of wearing apparel. A man may be un- 
comely, awkward in manner and devoid of all social graces, and 
yet he may be eagerly sought in important circles, attentively 
heard at every council table and highly esteemed in all places 
of respectability and honor. A friendly smile, a wholesome 
cheerfulness, an animated interest in life, give winsomeness and 
charm to any one. Courtesy, sympathy, kindness, friendliness— 
these are qualities which make the humblest man interesting 
and engaging. 

Personality is the garment of the soul. It is highly important 
how we are clothed. It is our gift of singularity to humanity, 
our individual contribution to the life of the world.—Alfred 
Grant Walton. 
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Church Schools and Religious Education 


The General Sunday School Association of the Universalist Church, 16 Beacon Street, Boston 


Sey you help b 


vild a one cotek . 

ie Perhaps the only way 
My Is really to be friendly. 

Why not begin today? 


(WWW S 


General Sunday School Association of the Universalist Church, 16 Beacon St.,Boston,Mass. 


DON’T FORGET! 
The International Friendship Offering will be received in Universalist church 


schools on Nov. 12. 
school in the denomination. 


Our work in Japan and Korea deserves the support of every 


THE SEWING SCHOOL IN TAIKYU 

Under Direction of Mrs. On Jun Pak 
The following paragraphs are taken 

from a letter received recently in the 

G.S.S. A. office. 

Dear Miss Andrews: 

Although I never met you, still for so 
many years we have been working with 
the same purpose and are so bound together 
by Christian love that I feel I know you. 
Even though we are so far away in Korea, 
we are also doing Universalist work and 
we are deeply grateful that you are helping 
us. 

I enclose the rules of the sewing school 
which show our plan of organization. 
Last year we had only ten students but 
this year we have more than double. My 
idea is to start with a few courses and types 
of work, do them well, and then add as 
soon as possible. The grade of the school 
is a little higher than an elementary voca- 
tional school. It has a two-year course. 

Later, if we make good progress, I hope 
to add a one-year graduate course, and I 
should like to establish a home for widows 
and their children. The fee is Y1 a month, 
but as some of the girls come from very 
poor homes they are not able to pay. 
Sometimes the income is only just enough 
to pay the rent for the building; sometimes 
not even enough for that. 

We hope to send out many more girls 
than at present who can found Christian 
homes. The students, as individuals and 
as a group, are seeking to develop a foun- 
dation of spiritual life and we have appro- 
priate courses for that purpose. It is very 
difficult to carry everything on because I 
have even to do the janitor work and am 
the only teacher. I have also to carry on 
all the negotiations with the city and pre- 
fectural government, but by the Lord’s 
grace we are making progress. 

For more than a year we have been 


carrying on all these courses in only one 
room. We work from 8.80 to four o’clock. 
The girls work and study very hard every 
day. Next spring we will have our first 
graduating class. From the beginning our 
relationships with the education office and 
the police have been very good. We have 
full government recognition. 

Korean homes are more and more see- 
ing the need of such a school. In the be- 
ginning I,had to go from house to house 
seeking applicants and got very few. This 
year we have many more applicants than 
we can take in our little room, which is 
very sad, although it is an evidence of our 
success. I am hunting a larger room but 
have not found one. With these precious 
girls entrusted to me, I am much troubled, 
especially by our small room and meager 
equipment. We have no play space what- 
ever. In the winter it is very cold and we 
have only three braziers (hibachi), but not 
a single student complains. We are happy 
from one point of view but troubled also. 
Our great needs are a building, equipment, 
and a play-ground, but until our first 
graduation we will continue happily even 
though we are poor. Next year I ought to 
have at least one graduate to help me. 

On Jun Pak. 
* * 
MISS DOWNING REPORTS 
(Concluded) 


Midori and Ohayo Kindergartens: Here 
as in the Dojin House work our neighbors 
have continued to show their confidence in 
us by sending their children to the kinder- 
gartens in ever larger numbers. 

For the past two years, daily naps and 
sunsuits have loomed largest in our minds. 
This year these things seemed to become 
accepted facts, and now we are educating 
for daily milk in the kindergarten. It is 
our dream to be able to have one of the 
visiting nurses of the Social Service De- 


partment of St. . Luke’s International 
Medical Center come to us two or three 
times a week for inspection of the chil- 
dren. However, even without this, we feel 
that we have made real progress in the 
control of contagious diseases. 

Little by little, through education, the 
parents are coming to co-operate by keep- 
ing the children at home when they are not 
well, and by accepting without resentment 
a child’s being brought home by a teacher. 
It has always been a very delicate problem 
among these people. Not only with us, 
but generally, for it is acknowledged that 
when the people of this country can be 
made to feel that a case of tuberculosis in 
the family (for example) is not a thing to 
be ashamed of and to hide, but to face and 
fight, this scourge can be adequately 
handled and conquered. 

The afternoon classes in Japanese writ- 
ing, piano, and English at Ohayo are 
growing, bringing many graduates back 
into contact with us. 

In both kindergartens we have had fine 
graduates’ reunions during the year. 
During the spring Mrs. Ike, head of the 
Ohayo Kindergarten, had a long period of 
illness. During her absence from kinder- 
garten, the two young teachers who are 
Home graduates and doing their duty 
there carried on wonderfully well. 

The daily supervised playground at 
Dojin House is as always one of the most 
important parts of our work. This year a 
rabbit hutch—two in fact—and the life of 
the inmates have been matters of immense 
interest to the children. At almost any 
hour of the day you can see a child or chil- 
dren of some age or description studying 
the rabbits and feeding them. We have 
given away many—in fact the demand at 
last outran the supply. It was no uncom- 
mon thing to have a young man appear 
with a box under his arms and an urgent 
request for a bunny. We sent the rabbits 
to their new homes with a set of rules for 
their proper care. So, the rabbits became 
ambassadors of friendship, and vehicles 
for teaching kindness, care, personal re- 
sponsibility, and God’s love. 

We are looking forward to new families 
in the fall—I already have one request for 
a baby rabbit, ‘‘a little one with red eyes,” 
from one of the eight little girls of the 
Violet Club who came today. A tunnel 
made of a large conduit put through the 
low hill in the corner of our playground— 
gift of the graduating class of the Midori 
Kindergarten—has added much to the joy 
of the place. The children immediately 
accepted it and understood for what it 
was intended, losing no time in experi- 
menting with its possibilities. But one 
of the older people of the neighborhood, 
troubled by the affairs of the world, asked 
if we had made it as a refuge should Tokyo — 
be bombed! Oh, for the mind of a child! 
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Among Our Churches 


New Hampshire Letter 


HE people in the Claremont church 
have been experiencing a reorganiza- 
tion. Seventy women gathered at the 
chureh recently and drew up a new con- 
stitution as the basis of a society that 
would embrace all the women. The entire 
membership of the parish was divided into 
three groups in charge of leaders who will 
_ plan various functions. A Christmas sale 
isebeing plamed .and a -committee was 
appointed to have charge of a.rummage 
' sales Group» one ~arranged —a.. “Swift 
Luncheon.” Group two reported a food 
sale to be held every Friday. Group three 
reported another food sale and also prom- 
ised to take charge of the next regular 
meeting to take the form of a Hallowe’en 
social. The men have also reorganized. 


Heretofore they have conducted a men’s’ 


forum, but hereafter will be known as the 
Men’s Club, which will have for its special 
project the upkeep and repairs of the 
church property. The reports of the recent 
annual parish meeting showed the church 
in all departments in fine condition finan- 
cially and an increasing interest in the 
spiritual work. A vote of appreciation 
was given Rev. C. B. Etsler for his faithful 
work and wise administration. 

The Superintendent preached in the 
Concord church on a recent Sunday to a 
good congregation. At Sunday school 
seventy-eight were present out of a mem- 
bership of eighty-seven. The ladies’ par- 
lor has been redecorated and refurnished 
through the combined efforts of all the so- 
cieties affiliated with the church, a fine 
illustration of co-operation. A splendid 
choir of young women contributed much 
to the impressiveness of the service. Things 
are moving along finely under the minis- 
try of Mr. Haskell. 

Rey. A. W. Altenbern of Woodsville is 
a genius when it comes to the use of a 
mimeograph. Many of his weekly mes- 
sengers are profusely illustrated, some- 
times in colors, and those who read them 
cannot soon forget the news they would 
impart. Mr. Altenbern is especially 
strong with the ministers of all denomina- 
tions and is often called upon to speak at 
their conferences. He is a great booster 
for The Christian Leader. In the Oct. 15 
number of his paper he says: “If all Uni- 
versalists everywhere regularly read The 
Christian Leader, the journal of our fellow- 
ship, two important and highly desirable 
things would happen at once. (1) The 
Leader would immediately become self- 
supporting and far more valuable than it 
already is. (2) The fellowship would take 
such a forward step as would astonish even 
the most optimistic. You can help on both 
directions by becoming a subscriber to 
The Christian Leader now.” 

The Federated Church in Marlboro, of 
which Rev. B. F. McIntire is the minister, 


is to redecorate the Congregational church, 
in which the services are held. A thorough 
job will be made and a third of the cost is 
in sight. While this is going on the Sunday 
morning service will be held in the Uni- 
versalist church.. Necessary repairs in the 
Universalist church are being made, and 
the vestry is to be made a Youth Center. 
The religious forces in Marlboro are de- 


Church News 
PERSONALS 


Dr. and Mrs. Sheldon Shepard of Los 
Angeles, Calif., called at the office of the 
Leader on Oct. 23. Dr. Shepard preached 
at Friendly House, N. C., Sunday, Oct. 
15, and in Gloucester, Mass., on Oct. 22. 


Dr. and Mrs. William Wallace Rose of 
Lynn, Mass., were given their twelfth an- 
nual reception by the parish on Friday 
evening, Oct. 27. 


Rev. Tracy M. Pullman of Salem, Mass., 
preached in Detroit, Mich., Oct. 29, and 
will preach there again Noy. 5. On Oct. 
27 a parish dinner was given for Mr. and 
Mrs. Pullman. 


Dr. Lee S. McCollester, while in De- 
troit recently, christened two babies 
whose parents he had married there years 
ago. 


Mrs. Wm. H. McGlauflin, chairman 
of the Washington committee for the 
Convention, is convalescent from a severe 
attack of bronchitis. 


Miss Susan M. Andrews, executive 
secretary of the G. S. 8. A., stayed on 
in Washington at the Y. W. C. A. for a 
week’s vacation after the Convention, 
during which time she made a visit to 
Williamsburg and took the Skyline Drive 
along the Blue Ridge. 


Dr. Frank Oliver Hall of New York was 
prevented by a severe attack of neuritis 
from attending the Washington Conven- 
tion. Dr. Hall is now much better. 


Charles van Wie Morris of Belmont, 
son-in-law of Dr. Frank Oliver Hall and a 
specialist in prison administration, gave 
an interesting and illuminating address to 
the Fortnightly Club of Boston Oct. 23, 
upon “The Work of Prison Chaplains.’ 


Miss Lucile Merrill of Nashua, N. H., 
has resumed her duties of activities director 
at the Y. W. C.A., following injuries re- 
ceived in an automobile accident. 


Rev. Milton E. Muder, who has just 
closed an eight-year pastorate in the 
Unitarian church, Ridgewood, N. J., has 
accepted a call to the Universalist church 
in Morrisville, Vt. The Muders recently 
acquired a farm in Danbury, N. H., and 


termined that the church can serve all 
groups. 

Rey. E. L. Noble of Dover is writing 
sermonettes each Saturday for the local 
newspaper, and many favorable com- 
ments have reached him from Jew, Catholic 
and Protestant alike. 

Twenty-three persons, including seven 
ministers, represented New Hampshire at 
the General Convention in Washington. 

Arthur A. Blair. 


and _ Interests 


Mr. Muder has been seeking a pastorate 
within easy reach. Under Mr. Muder’s 
leadership a Consumers’ Co-operative was 
established in Ridgewood which is now 
thriving and is the largest in northern 
New Jersey. 


Mrs. D. W. Rice, formerly of 1883 
Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, Mass., 
has moved to the Doolittle Home, Fox- 
boro, Mass. She has lived at the same 
address in Cambridge for fifty-seven years. 


Miss Ida E. Metz, psychiatric social 
worker at Mountain Home Veterans’ 
Facility at Johnson City, Tenn., was 
operated on for appendicitis on Tuesday, 
Oct. 24. She is reported to be recovering 
rapidly. 


Massachusetts 


Salem.—Rev. Tracy M. Pullman, pas- 
tor. The annual parish fair will be held on 
Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 15 and 
16. With Mrs. George A. Upton as host- 
ess, the Marietta B. Wilkins Mission 
Circle met on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 24. 
The speakers were Mrs. George Ball of 
Swampscott, Miss Lucy E. Daniels and 
Mrs. Wallace L. Henshaw. The topic was 
“The Washington Convention.” Dr. 
McCollester has consented to give another 
series of lectures on the Bible, under the 
program of the Women’s Association. The 
first meeting of the Association was on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10. Dr. Emerson H. Lalone 
preached on Oct. 29, and is to speak again 
Nov. 5, while Mr. Pullman is in Detroit. 

Lowell.—Though the church is without 
a settled minister, work in every depart- 
ment is going on. An every member can- 
vass has just been held, which showed a 
considerable increase over any one of 
recent years. The Merrimack Valley Con- 
ference will meet in this church on Nov. 8. 

Cambridge.—Rev. Frank B. Chatter- 
ton, pastor. One of the most important 
activities in this church is the Red Cross 
Sewing Group. About fifteen to twenty 
women hold an all day sewing session in 
the church parlor once a week every year 
from October to May. They have carried 
on this work for many years. The group 
meets under the direction of Mrs. Edward 
S. Ames. 
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NORTH SHORE LEAGUE 


The first regular meeting of the season 
of the North Shore League of the Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island Y. P. C. U. was 
held Sunday, Oct. 15, at the Essex Uni- 
versalist church, with an attendance of 110 
young people from Gloucester, Danvers, 
Peabody, Beverly, Essex, Lynn, and 
Salem. 

The Essex union has recently come into 
the League, and we were especially pleased 
with the novel type of program which 
they had planned. Immediately upon en- 
tering the church we were sent downstairs, 
where refreshments greeted us. While 
still seated about the tables, the Essex 
young people, led by Albert Q. Perry, 
ordered a “‘black-out’”’ and presented by 
means of phonograph records Orson Welles’ 
dramatization of ‘‘The Air Raid.” 

During the business meeting, the League 
voted to accept the resignation of the 
treasurer, George Thurber of Salem, who 
is away at school. Carl Bergengren of 
Gloucester was elected to this post. A 
resolution was presented by Burleigh 
Craig of Peabody and accepted by the 
League, that ‘‘the speakers addressing 
groups of young people in state, New 
England, and national gatherings on sub- 
jects other than religious and ecclesiastical 
be requested to answer questions and en- 
large on any statement made by them.” 

It was voted to send two delegates to 
the Leadership Training Course being held 
in Boston, and to pay the transportation 
and registration fees of each delegate. 

Christine Durkee. 
* * 


REV. WALTON E. COLE ON FATHER 
COUGHLIN 


Unitarians, Universalists and other re- 
ligious liberals will have an opportunity to 
hear one of our most vigorous spokesmen 
on Sunday, Nov. 5, at 10.30 a. m., when 
Rev. Walton E. Cole addresses the Com- 
munity Church of Boston at Symphony 
Hall on the subject, “Is Father Coughlin a 
Menace to Americanism?” Mr. Cole is 
the minister of the First Unitarian Church 
of Toledo, Ohio, and president of the Mich- 
igan Conference of Unitarian Churches. 
He is a recognized authority in the field of 
propaganda analysis and has co-operated 
with the Institute of Propaganda Analysis 
in preparing their material. 

* 


INSTALLATION OF REV. DONALD 
K. EVANS 


On Tuesday evening, Oct. 10, St. Paul’s 
Universalist Church, 6614 South Black- 
stone Ave., Chicago, IIl., installed the 
new pastor, Rev. Donald K. Evans. The 
service was opened with an organ prelude 
by Miss Ella Smith, organist and choir 
director of St. Paul’s, followed by the 
choir processional. Dr. Frank D. Adams, 
president of the Illinois Universalist Con- 
vention and minister of Unity Church at 
Oak Park, IIl., delivered the invocation 


and gave the scripture reading and prayer. 
Dr. Walter H. Macpherson, president of 
the Universalist General Convention and 
minister of St. John’s Universalist Church 
at Joliet, Ill., delivered a forceful sermon, 
after which came the act of installation 
with Major John N. Gage, chairman of the 
board of trustees, presiding. 

After the installation greetings were 
given as follows: From the local churches, 
Dr. Harold L. Bowman, president Wood- 
lawn Ministerial Association, minister, 
First Presbyterian Church of Chicago. 
From the Illinois Universalist Convention, 
Dr. Frank D. Adams. From Meadville 
Theological School, Prof. James Luther 
Adams. From the Unitarian Conference, 
Dr. Curtis W. Reese, president, Western 
Unitarian Conference, and dean of Abra- 
ham Lincoln Center. 

Following the benediction by Mr. 
Evans, the choir recessional and the post- 
lude by Miss Ella Smith, the congregation 
adjourned to the gymnasium, where an 
informal reception was held for Mr. and 
Mrs. Evans. 

Mr. Evans came from St. Paul’s Uni- 
versalist Church of Clinton, IIl., to fill the 
pulpit left vacant by Dr. L. Ward Brigham, 
minister for the past twenty-five years, 
who has now been made pastor emeritus. 

ok * 


INSTRUCTION IN THE FAITH 


The First Universalist Church, Broad- 
way at Summer St., Everett, Mass., an- 
nounces an inspirational evening service 
at the church, Sunday, Nov. 12, at 7.30 
p.m. Dr. William Wallace Rose of Lynn 
will speak on the first principle of the 
Statement of Faith, “We avow faith in 
God as Eternal and All-conquering Love.” 
Interested friends are cordially invited to 
attend. Other speakers for the second 
Sunday evenings of December, January, 
February, and March, who will continue 
the series, are Rev. Edgar Walker of 
Waltham, Rev. Lyman Achenbach of 
Gloucester, Dr. Gustave H. Leining of 
Braintree, and Rey. Gilbert Potter of 
North Attleboro. 


* 2 


BOSTON UNIVERSALIST CLUB 
Program for 1939-40 


Nov. 18. Celebration, marking two-thirds 
of a century for the club. In charge of 
Rev. William E. Gardner. Ladies wel- 
come. <A _ special program will be 
printed, including a brief history of the 
club, and the names of all active mem- 
bers, giving the year they joined. New 
members to join that night, reported by 
Nov. 6, will be included. Music, flowers, 
brief addresses. Guests $1.75. 

Dec. 11. A discussion of the plan for the 
survey of the Universalist Church, with 
emphasis upon greater moral support 
of the Church by our men, and all this 
implies. Dr. Cummins in charge. 

Jan. 8. Round Table or Town Meeting. 
Dr. Clarence R. Skinner to head a dis- 


cussion on ‘Preservation of Our Lib- 

erties in a World of Tyrannies.”’ 
Feb. 12. Christian Ledaer Night. 

Emerson Hugh Lalone in charge. 
March 11. Ladies’ Night. Speaker, Rabbi - 

Joshua Loth Liebman, of Temple Israel. 
April 8. ‘Religious Education in Our~ 

Schools and Colleges.” Earle S. Wal- - 

lace, headmaster of Dean Academy. 

* * 


Dr 


MERRIMACK VALLEY 
CONFERENCE 


The Merrimack Valley Conference will . 
be held at. Grace Universalist Church, 
Lowell, Mass., Wednesday, Nov. 8. 
Speakers will give “Echoes of the Wash-- 
ington Convention.” 

At 2.30 p. m., the conference will be- 
opened by the president, Rev. J. Wayne 
Haskell, Concord. Devotional service, Rev. 
Myles Rodehaver, Portsmouth. Address:: 
“Looking Forward in Religious Education,” 
Miss Susan M. Andrews, Boston. Address: 
“The Association of Universalist Women,” 
Mrs. John E. Wood, Quincy. Address: 
“The New Pension Plan,’’ Rev. Charles H. 
Emmons, Boston. 

Business meeting at 4.45 p. m. 

At 5.45 p. m., a conference of laymen 
will be held, and at 6.30 supper will be 
served. Tickets 50 cents. 

At 7.30 p. m., there will be an address: 
“A United Program for a United Church,’” 
by Dr. John M. Rateliff. 

J. Wayne Haskell, President. 

Mark A. Adams, Secretary. 


* * 


DR. BANER’S FORTY YEARS IN 
THE MINISTRY 


Sunday, Oct. 15, was Old Home Sun- 
day in the Universalist church in Akron, 
O., and since the pastor, Dr. George Cross 
Baner, was ordained Oct. 18, 1899, the 
day was used to celebrate the fortieth an- 
niversary of his entering the Universalist 
ministry. 

The morning congregation numbered 
225, and 175 remained for the dinner 
served by the women of the church. Fol- 
lowing the dinner, Dean A. I. Spanton 
paid a tribute to Dr. Baner, speaking 
especially of his single-minded devotion to 
the work of the ministry, his sincerity and 
courage, the fine work he has done with the 
young people, and the large part he has 
played in the civic life of Akron during his 
twenty-four years’ pastorate. After Dean 
Spanton’s address, Mrs. C. W. Garrett, 
chairman of the board of trustees, pre- 
sented Dr. Baner with a small cedar chest 
containing fifty silver dollars as a slight 
token of the love and appreciation of the 
people for their pastor. 

The Akron Beacon-Journal of Oct. 14 
said of Dr. Baner: : 

“Dr. Baner has spent the greater part of 
his ministry in Akron. In the twenty-four 
years he has been here, he has not only aa 
an outstanding preacher in one of the most 
liberal pulpits in the city, but has been 
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esses 


an active force in civic life. Through his 
work in the Kiwanis Club, the Family 
Service Society and the Goodwill Indus- 
tries, as well as on numerous committees, 
he has become well known to thousands 
of persons outside the circle of his own com- 
paratively small parish. 

“ ‘Tam proud of one thing above all 
others,’ said Dr. Baner today. ‘That is 
the fact that I have sent six young men 
from my church into the ministry.’ Youth- 
ful in spirit, even though he has now 
passed the sixty mark, Dr. Baner has al- 
ways enphasized the importance of young 
people’s work in the church, and has al- 
ways devoted a large part of his time to 
youth organizations. He formed one of 
the first Boy Scout troops in Akron, after 
having bezome interested in the movement 
in an earlier parish. Several years ago he 
was given his 25-year service pin by the 
scouts. ; 

“Born in Baltimore, Md., and raised on 
the west coast, Dr. Baner studied for the 
ministry at St. Lawrence University, 
Canton, N. Y., where he was graduated 
from the theological school in 1899. A 
few years ago, the university honored him 
for his work in the Universalist denomina- 
tion by giving him the degree of doctor of 
divinity. Seven and a half years in the 
church at Geneva, where he was ordained, 
and eight and a half years as pastor in 
Utica, N. Y., preceded his ministry in 
Akron.” 


* * 


THE OLD BELL 


I observe that the old bell that was re- 
cently taken down from the belfry in the 
old Thompson Square Universalist Church, 
Charlestown, is now in the main lobby of 
the large banking building located in the 
square. 

The bank officials have placed a sign 
near the bell that gives a brief history of 
the old bell and also of the historic church 
that was located in Thompson Square in 
the Charlestown district for more than 100 
years. 

The last of the church structure was 
recently cleared from the site. The land 
is now being used for auto parking.—The 
Observant Citizen, in Boston Post. 


* * 


FERRY BEACH REUNION AT 
WASHINGTON 


The Ferry Beach spirit was manifest in 
many ways at a gathering of 120 people at 
Barker Hall, Y. W. C. A., Washington, 
D. C., Oct. 19. The gaiety of the occasion 
was promoted by Rev. William Schneider 
of North Olmsted, O., incomparable song 
leader. The few present who have not yet 
visited Ferry Beach probably have re- 
solved to do so after this tantalizing fore- 
taste of life at that Universalist Chau- 
tauqua. 

The company sat down to a chicken din- 
ner after a blessing asked by Rev. Harold 
H. Niles. President Roger F. Etz presided. 


Hon. Clement F. Robinson of Portland, 
Me., was introduced by Rev. Stanley 
Manning, president of the Association 
when the tax suit was instituted. In a 
happy little speech Mr. Robinson gra- 
ciously offered alibis for his success in the 
legal battle against the city of Saco where- 
by the Maine Supreme Court declared 
July 13 that the F. B. P. A. is exempt 
from taxation. 

Among a score of notable Universalists 
at the head table was Rev. Edna P. Bruner, 
dean of Mid-West Institute. In _pre- 
senting her Dr. Etz broached the idea that 
in view of the United Universalist Conven- 
tion program and its significance it might 
be worth while at future biennial sessions 
to have an “‘institute dinner’ which would 
boost all of these summer training schools. 

The presentation of certificates to new 
life members was an innovation heartily 
applauded. -Dr. Etz handed certificates to 
John I. Zoller of Little Falls, N. Y., to 
Rev. Howard Gilman, who accepted on 
behalf of St. Paul’s Universalist Church, 
Little Falls, N. Y., to Mrs. Kate W. Chase 
of Concord, N. H., to Laurence Shorey, 
secretary of the Rockingham Association 
(N. H.) of Universalists, oldest organiza- 
tion of its kind. This is the second life 
membership of the Little Falls church, 500 
miles distant from Berry Beach! Life 
membership certificates were first issued 
in 1906, when Dr. Shinn staged the twenty- 
fifth season of his summer meetings. 

Calling attention to the changed finan- 
cial picture since the annual tax burden of 


$900 was lifted, Dr. Etz said a further 
appeal will be made to reduce the associa- 
tion’s indebtedness. Already this year, 
Ferry Beach friends have given over $500 
and undoubtedly many others will join 
them. 

Before and after the dinner great in- 
terest was shown in some fine 1939 snap- 
shots exhibited by Fred S. Lincoln of 
Canton, Mass., Ruth Fairweather of 
Andover, Mass., Elsie McPhee of Mal- 
den, Mass., Nathan Niles of St. Lawrence 
University and R. F. Needham. 

A telegram of greetings came from Dean 
Academy, Franklin, Mass., signed by 
three lively members of the Quillen staff— 
Peggy Anthony of Washington, D. C., 
George Thurber of Salem, Mass., and 
Donald Brookes of Needham, Mass. 

Secretary Needham will give the illus- 
trated Ferry Beach lecture at Marlboro, 
Mass., Nov. 7, Danvers, Mass., Nov. 12, 
and Haverhill, Mass., Nov. 19. 

R.F.N. 


THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
ENVELOPES 


Attractive offering envelopes de- 
signed especially for Thanksgiving. 
40 cents per 100 


Order of 


UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
16 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Unity, 


John Haynes Holmes, Editor - 


Abraham Lincoln Centre 
700 Oakwood Blvd., Chicago 


- Curtis W. Reese, Man. Editor 


cA journal of free and critical opinion 


The November numbers will feature peace articles by : 
Clarence Skinner, Vida D. Scudder, John Howard Melish, 
Richard B. Gregg, Jessie Wallace Hughan, and other well 


known advocates of peace. 


Published semi-monthly 


Regular subscription $3.00 


Trial subscription: 6 mnths for $1.00 


Unity, 700 Oakwood Boulevard, Chicago : 
Please enter my subscription for a trial period of six months, 


for which I enclose $1.00. 
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Crackling 


We give credit for this anecdote to The 
Collegian, student paper at Butler Uni- 
versity, Indianapolis. It concerns E. Jor- 
dan, professor of philosophy, who was in 
the midst of an involved discussion on the 
subject of induction at a recent meeting 
of his logic class. Suddenly the raucous 
noise of an automobile, straining to climb 
a hill, broke into the erudite stillness 
which cloaked the room. Dr. Jordan 
paused. The noise from the car became 
louder. The professor glanced out the 
window and frowned. The noise con- 
tinued. Shaking his head sadly, Dr. Jor- 
dan then remarked, ‘‘That must be a stu- 
dent trying to make a grade.’’—Religious 
Telescope. 

ey ak 

Lady (to her partner): “Have you any 
prominent men in your family, Mr. Dun- 
leigh?” 

Mr. D.: “Yes, one of my forefathers was 
an admiral. At one time he led the world’s 
combined fleet.” 

Lady: “‘How interesting! 
name?” 

Mr. D.: “Noah.’’—Sania Fe Magazine. 


aa * 


What was his 


“Have you seen the new people next 
door yet?” asked Mrs. Busybody. 

“Yes,”’ replied Mrs. Gossip, ‘‘I saw the 
woman on the doorstep this morning. 
She says her husband is a taxidermist.” 

“A taxidermist? Then I can’t under- 
stand them taking that house, because 
there’s no garage attached to it.’”-—Topeka 
Capital. 

* * 

Harassed Parent: “I don’t know what to 
do with that lad of mine. He is absolutely 
reckless of consequences, careless past be- 
lief, and doesn’t seem to care a straw for 
any sort of authority.” 

Flippant Uncle: ‘Don’t hesitate, old 
man. Make a chauffeur of him!’’—Log. 

* * 

Captain:. ‘‘Haye you cleaned the deck 
and polished the brasses?’’ 

Sailor: ‘Yes, sir, and I’ve swept the 
horizon with my telescope.’’—Exchange. 

* * 

“The boss fired me because I took his 
car out last night.” 

“How did he know you took it out?” 

“T ran over him.’’—Exchange. 

* * 

“You don’t like my pastry? Why, I 
was making pastry before you were born.” 

“Maybe you were, but why serve it 
now?”’—Exchange. 

* * 

“Mother,” asked Chippie, very ear- 
nestly, ‘‘did you ever have to go to a hos- 
pital and have your independence cut 
out?”’—Exchange. 

oa * 

“Are you doing anything for that cold 
of yours?” 

“T sneeze whenever it wants me to.’’— 
Exchange. 


Obituary 


Mrs. Elizabeth Ballou Mendell 


Mrs, Elizabeth Ballou Mendell, eighty-four, widow 
of Seth Mendell, president of the Perry Mason Pub- 
lishing Company, publishers for many years of the 
Youth’s Companion in Boston, died Oct. 17 at her 
home in Newton, Mass. A host of her friends were 
at her funeral Oct. 19 at Forest Hills Chapel, Boston. 

A daughter of Judge Martin Ballou, who, with his 
brothers Alvin Ballou, M. D., and Rev. William 
Starr Ballou, a Universalist minister, removed from 
New England to Illinois nearly a century ago; Eliza- 
beth M. Ballou was born at Princeton, Ill., and in 
1881 she married Seth Mendell. Dr. Hosea Ballou 
II, the first president of Tufts College, was her uncle. 
Besides her younger sister, Miss Blanche Ballou, 
who lived with her at Newton, Mrs. Mendell leaves 
two daughters, Mrs. Coert Du Bois, wife of the U. 8. 
Consul General at Havana, formerly at Naples, Italy, 
and Mary Starr, Mrs. Francis P. White of Boston. 

H. S. B. 


William H. Baker 


Dr. William H. Baker, prominent dentist in Bos- 
ton, Mass., for many years, died at his apartment 
home in The Embassy, 146 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boston, on the morning of Oct. 12. He was in his 


sixty-eighth year. The death occurred on the an- 
niversary day of his marriage to Sarah (Nichols) 
Baker, who died at the end of last June. 

Dr. Baker was a former president of the Boston 
Kiwanis Club. He was a member of Washington 
Lodge of Masons and of Mt. Vernon Chapter of the 
Royal Arch. He had been actively connected for 
years with the Roxbury Universalist church, and 
later, with Mrs. Baker, he attended the Church of 
the Redemption. For several years he was a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention. 

Private funeral services, conducted by Dr. Leroy 
W. Coons, were held in the Bigelow Chapel, Mt. 
Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, on Oct. 16, 1939, 


Mrs. Rachel A. Macpherson 


Mrs. Rachel Ann MacPherson died Oct. 22, 1939, 
at her home in Anderson, Ind. She was the mother 
of Oliver E. MacPherson of Providence, R. I., and a 
member of the Universalist church at Concord, Mich. 


Notices 


KING’S CHAPEL WEEK-DAY SERVICES 


Nov. 7-10. Rev. Richard Roberts, D. D., Pine 
Hill Divinity School, Halifax, N. 8. 


DENOMINATIONAL DIRECTORY 
The General Convention 
President—Louis Annin Ames, 85 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 
General Superintendent—Rev. Robert Cummins, D.D., 
16 Beacon St., Boston. 
Secretary—Rev. John M. Ratcliff, Ed. D., 16 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Mass. 
Fiscal Representative—Rev. Charles H. Emmons, 16 
Beacon St., Boston. 
Treasurer—A. Ingham Bicknell, 6 Beacon St., Boston. 


Women’s National Missionary Association 


President—Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, New Haven, Conn. 
Promotional Secretary—Mrs. Alice Enbom Taylor. 
Office Secretary—Miss Dorothy Thomas. 


International Church Extension Board 
Chairman—Rev. Frank B. Chatterton, Cambridge, 
Mass. ~ 
Secretary—Prof. John M. Ratcliff, Boston. 


General Sunday School Association 
President—Rev. Max A. Kapp, Rochester, N. Y. 
Executive Director—Susan M, Andrews, 16 Beacon 

St., Boston. 
Field Supervisor—Harriet G. Yates, 16 Beacon St., 
Boston. 
Japan Mission Council 
Chairman—Rev. Darley Downs, Tokyo. 


Young People’s Christian Union 
President—Rev. Fenwick L. Leavitt, Jr., Middle- 
town, N. Y. 
Executive Secretary—William E. Gardner, 16 Beacon 
St., Boston. 


Universalist National Memorial Church 
16th and S Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Minister—Rev. Seth Rogers Brooks, D. D. 


Universalist Loyalty Fellowship 
16 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 
Authorized by the Worcester Convention, 1933 
President—Louis. Annin Ames, 85 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 
Secretary—Rev. Roger F. Etz., D. D. 
Treasurer—A. Ingham Bicknell. 
Directors—Hon. George E. Danforth, Victor A. 
Friend, Hon. Robert W. Hill, Charles B. Ladd, 
Hon. Leon O. Tebbetts, 


Superintendents of Churches 


Alabama—Rev. A. L. Simonson, Brewton. 

Georgia—Rev. J. M. Rasnake, Atlanta. 

Kansas—Rev. Donald G. King, 419 N. Adams St., 
Junction City. 

Kentucky—Rev. W. O. Bodell, 808 E. 7th St., 
Hopkinsville. . 


Maine—Rev. William Dawes Veazie, 34 Tremont St., 
Portland. 

Massachusetts—Rev. Leroy W. Coons, D. D., 16 
Beacon St., Boston. 

New Hampshire—Rev. Arthur A. Blair, Nashua. 

New York—Rev. F. C. Leining, D. D., 526 Cumber- 
land Ave., Syracuse, N. Y. 

Ontario—Rev. W. E. Roberts, Olinda. 

Pennsylvuania—Rev. George A. Gay, Girard. 

Rhode Island—Rev. Charles P. Hall ,26 Allen Ave 
Pawtucket. 

Vermont and Province of Quebec—Rev. C. H. Pen- 
noyer, D. D., 159 Grove St., Rutland. 

Wisconsin—Rev. L. R. Robinson, D. D., 1824 9tb 
St.. Monroe. 


UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Manager 
Emerson Hugh Lalone, 16 Beacon St., Boston. 


Directors 
President, Cornelius A. Parker, Esq., Boston. 
A. Ingham Bicknell, Boston. 
Dr. Robert Cummins, Boston. 
Charles B. Ladd, Everett, Mass. 
Dr. Gustave H. Leining, Braintree, Mass. 
Dr. Flint M. Bissell, Dorchester, Mass. 
A. Ernest Walters, Melrose, Mass. 


Trustees 

Massachusetts: A. Ingham Bicknell, Esq., Boston. 
Rev. Flint M. Bissell, D. D., Dorchester, Ernest W. 
Davis, Arlington. Ernest C. Jones, West Somer- 
ville. Rev. Gustave H. Leining, D. D., Braintree. 
Rev. Warren B. Lovejoy, West Somerville. Arthur 
E. Mason, Boston. Cornelius A. Parker, Esq., 
Boston. Eben Prescott, Braintree. Rev. Robert 
M. Rice, Arlington. Carroll K. Steele, Gloucester. 
A. Ernest Walters, Melrose. 

Maine: Rev. Harry E. Townsend, D. D., Westbrook. 


Rhode Island: Herbert D. Goff, Providence. Earl! 
G. Robinson, Harrisville. 

New Hampshire: Rev. Arthur A. Blair, D. D., 
Nashua. 

New York: Rev. Max A. Kapp, Rochester. 

Vermont: George A. Perry, Springfield. 

Ohio: Rev. Stanley C. Stall, Norwalk. 

Connecticut: Charles B. Pinney, Stafford. 

Illinois: Rev. M. R. Hartley, Galesburg. 

Elected by the Board of Trustees of the General 
Convention: Dr. Frank W. Ballou, Washington, 
D. C. Arthur H. Britton, Concord, N. H. Dr. — 
Robert Cummins, Boston. Rev. Charles H. Em- — 
mons, Boston. Charles B. Ladd, Everett, Mass. 
Leon O. Tebbets, Waterville, Maine. : 
Clerk: John E. Wood. 


Treasurer: George A. Upton, Salem. 
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Nov. 14and 15. Rev. Charles Edwards Park, D. D., 
First Church in Boston. 

Nov. 16 and 17, Prof. Douglas V. Steere, Haver- 
ford College, Haverford, Pa. 

Nov. 21-24. Rev. John R. P. Sclater, D. D., Old 
St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto, Canada. 

Nov. 28 and 29. Rev. Leslie T. Pennington, First 
Parish, Cambridge. 

Nov. 30,10 a.m. Thanksgiving Day. Dr. Palfrey 
Perkins. 

Dec. 1. Rev. Arthur L. Kinsolving, D. D., Trinity 
Church, Boston. 

Dec. 5-8. Rev. Ralph W. Sockman, D. D., Christ 
Church, N. Y. 

Dec. 12. Rev. Ernest F. Tittle, D. D., First M. E. 
Church, Evanston, Ill. 

Dec. 13, 14 and 15. Rev. John H. Lathrop, D. D., 
Church of the Saviour, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dec. 19 and 20. Rev. Morgan P. Noyes, Central 
Presbyterian Church, Montclair, N. J. 

Dec. 21 and 22. Rev. Carl Heath Kopf, Mount 
Vernon Church, Boston. 

Dec. 26-29. Rev. Vivian T. Pomeroy, D. D., First 
Parish, Milton. 

* cS 
WOMAN’S ALLIANCE OF BOSTON 
AND VICINITY 


The opening meeting of the Universalist Woman’s 
Alliance of Boston and Vicinity will be held at the 
Bethany Union, 14 Worcester St., Boston, on Friday, 
Nov. 17, 1939, at eleven o’clock. Miss Alfreda 
Mosher will be the speaker and her subject “‘Adven- 
turing with Fifty-three Nationalities.” 

A cordial invitation is extended to all, not only 
to attend the meetings but to become members of the 
Alliance. 

Luncheon will be served at 35 cents, for which 
reservations should be made with Mrs. Spear by 
Wednesday, Nov. 15. 

 * 
LIBERAL PROTESTANT RADIO ASSOCIA- 
TION—HOLLAND 


Station: PCJ. Frequency: Ke-sec 9590. Wave- 
length: 31.28M. 

Nov. 1. 8.25 p.m. Power. I. 
of The Hague. 

Nov. 8. 8.25 p. m. Power. II. Dr. J. C. A. Fetter 
of The Hague. 

Nov. 12. 9.35 p. m. Devotional talk. ‘Looking 
Forward.” Dr. W. R. M. Noordhoff of Arnhem. 

Nov. 15. 8.25 p.m. Power. III. Dr. J. C. A. Fetter 
of The Hague. 

Nov. 22. 8.25 p.m. Power. IV. Dr. J. C. A. Fetter 
of The Hague. 

Nov. 26. 9.35 p. m. Devotional talk, ““The Signs 
of a New Beginning.” Rev. S. H. N. Gorter of 
Rotterdam. 

Nov. 29. 8.25 p.m. Power. V. Dr. J. C. A. Fetter 
of The Hague. 

Times are given in E. S. T. 


Dr. J. C. A. Fetter 


Universalist Visitors to St. Petersburg, Fla., 
will find the 
[Poinciana Epartments 
260-15tb Ave., W. E. 
worthy of patronage 
Steam Heat __ Electric Refrigeration 
New Equipment 
$350 to $450 season rates 


Hotel Commonwealth Beacon 


opposite State Capitol at 86 Bowdoin Street 
NO LIQUOR SOLD 


200 Rooms 


Rooms with Running Water .. 
Rooms with Bath .. .. .. .. 
Weekly Rates 


L. H. TORREY, President 


$1.25-1.50 
2.00-2.50 


Your Friends Would 
Appreciate—the gift 


of a BIBLE 


Handsome Bindings—All Prices 
Send for catalog or call at 
Massachusetts Bible Society 
41 Bromfield St., Boston 


THE BETHANY UNION FOR YOUNG WOMEN 


A Universalist Institution 
14 Worcester St., Boston, Mass. 


The managers of the Bethany Union for Young 
Women desire to call attention to the organization, 
which offers the advantage of a comfortable, quiet 
and agreeable home at a low cost for those young 
women with only moderate means of support who 
come to this city for work or study. It is located at 
14 Worcester St., Boston, and is within easy access 
on the elevated trains and surface cars to all parts 
of the city. The price of rooms with board, including 
light and heat, is $7.00 per week, for permanent 
guests. 

During the summer months there are accommo- 
dations for women unattended who may wish to visit 
Boston for a few days at a time. For such transients 
the price is $1.25 a day. 

For further information please address the Su- 
perintendent, Mrs. Winifred E. Spear, 14 Worcester 
St., Boston. 

For the Board of Managers, 
FRANK A. DEWICK, President 


Buy Your Sunday School Supplies 


from Your Publishing House 


Dean Academy 
Franklin, Mass. 


Delighttully located in a beautiful old 
New England town. 

Homelike atmosphere for boys and girls, 
working together under normal life con- 
ditions. 

Courses of study offered for 8th grade, 
through high school, and graduate work. 


Intensive review courses in preparation for 
college entrance requirements. 

Special courses in Business, Art, Music, 
Home Economics, Pre-Nursing Training. 

Emphasis on character building and stu- 
dent guidance to develop individual abilities. 

Income from endowment funds is used to 
reduce cost of tuition to students. 


Send for catalogue. 


EARLE S. WALLACE 
Headmaster 


TUFTS COLLEGE 


A Seat of Learning in New England 
Leonard Carmichael, Ph.D., Sc.D. LL.D., 


President 


A unique institution—a university college 
— combining the advantages of small 
classes and individual instruction with a 
rich and varied educational environment. 
Located in one of the greatest educational 
centers of America. 


For information address the appropriate Dean : 


Liberal Arts, Frank G. Wren, A.M. 

Jackson College for Women, Edith L. Bush, A.B. 

Engineering, Harry P. Burden, B.S., S.M. 

Religion, Clarence R. Skinner, A.M., D.D. 

Graduate, Ruhl J. Bartlett, Ph. D. 

Medicine, A. Warren Stearns, M.D. 

Dentistry, Howard M. Marjerison, D.M.D. 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 
Halford L.. Hoskins, Ph.D. 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE 


Education for an Age of Power by Joseph K. Hart, page 29: 


“But what a tragedy it will be... 
this engineering intelligence, we should still find . . . 


. it, after the expenditure of all 
. the same old narrow 


religiosities, the same belated moralisms, the same shoddy political maneuver- 


ings, the same carelessness about child health and welfare, the same fearfulness 
about freedom and individual development, the same racial hatreds and class 
feuds, the same terrible discrepancies in the distribution of wealth and the same 


ability to rationalize those discrepancies, the same fear of science, the same 
gulping of patent medicines, the same futile recreations, the same idiotic 
movies, the same inane stuff on the radio, the same sterile intellectualisms 


1p? 


in the schools 
For Catalogue address 


DEAN E. L. HULETT 


CANTON, N. Y. 
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THREE NEW BOOKS — 


by Universalist writers 


NOW ON SALE 


Human Nature and the Nature of Evil 


A Liberal’s answer to Barthianism and other modern theological reversions 


by Clarence R. Skinner 
Dean of Tufts College School of Religion 


PRICE $1.00 


The Characters in Tales of a Wayside Inn 


by John van Schaick, Jr. 
Editor of The Christian Leader 


PRICE $1.50 


And Thy Neighbor as Thyself 


A Story of Universalist Social Action 


by Emerson Hugh Lalone 
PRICE $1.00 


ALL THREE BOOKS, post paid, for $3.00 cash 


THE UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


16 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 


Enclosed find $ for which please send me the three books named below 


Enclosed find $ for which please send me copies of 


Check HUMAN NATURE AND THE NATURE OF EVIL 
titles THE CHARACTERS IN TALES OF A WAYSIDE INN 
desired AND THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF 


Look for Crackling on an inside page 


